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June 12 ..Arjun Sen ........... Subject:  Raising a  Father 

June 19 ..Mandy Hughes and Chris Romer….. Sub-
ject:  The KIPP Charter School 

June 26 ..Dark due to 6/28 Appreciation Dinner 

June 28 ..Appreciation Dinner ... Changing of the 
Guard ,  

July 3 .....Glenmoor dark for July 4 holiday 

July 10 ...Club Forum 

July 17 ...John Harpole ..... Subject:  Natural Gas  

. 

 
As you can tell from the 

badges, Linda James (left) 
is being greeted by Sean 
Smiddy (right), one of the 
new members of the Class 
of 2009.  Come on in 
friends.  The buffet line is 
just about to open. 
 
 

Gus Achey confessed, “I have 
been writing poetry lately and my 
wife thinks I’m getting senile.  I’m 
about to prove that she’s right.” 
 

WHY  DOES ROTARY  MEAN  SO MUCH   
TO SO MANY  PEOPLE?   

 

While I can only express my own be-
lief,  
I believe my thoughts also reflect the 
feeling of others.   
Rotary is a wonderful entity offering 
relief  
To people in need who are our sisters 
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 and brothers. 

Words can’t express how proud I am to be a member  
Of an organization whose people do so many things 
For people throughout the world, and who remember 
To help others and create opportunities that help brings. 

Rotary gives members many wonderful opportunities to assist  
People who are down on their luck or whose funds are thin,  
People who have needs they can’t fulfill and who are often missed  
By other sources who can’t afford to help them find a way to win. 

Many have battles with diseases and disabilities galore.   
Rotary helps them overcome obstacles beyond their control. 
The good people who make up Rotary try to give more  
Than most others in our society, their treasure, toil, and soul. 

Rotarians have worked hard to be successes in their chosen way 
And have a desire to share their successes with more people than 
The family that depends on them and for whom they  provide every day. 
They want others to have a chance to enjoy life the way Rotarians can. 

Sometimes, others in the world forget that we must act together. 
As a Rotarian, I find myself to be so very pleased and proud 
That I am a part of a group that does what we can to make things better  
And are willing to share with others things with which we are endowed. 

But, as much as we help others, we also help ourselves. 
Our meetings are fun and informative for instance,  
We can be with friends, laugh and joke, and can delve 
Into topics our excellent speakers give those in attendance. 

I have belonged to many other groups before, 
But none have given me what Rotary has provided. 
Opportunities for service, friendship, and more.   
Joining Rotary is one of the best activities I ever decided. 

 — Gus Achey 

Please join me in the pledge of allegiance… 

President Mike:  “That’s a nice tribute and a good welcome to 
our members who have been inducted recently.  Jay Shoe-
maker and Sean Smiddy were our greeters today.  Let’s give 
them a hand for their job well done.  (Applause) 

John French will introduce our visiting Rotarians and 
guests.  And the first one is Marvin Hersch with a guest, 
George Tadla.  “George is my brother from a different mother.  
Frankly, I like his hair style (it was quite similar to Marvin’s 
current ‘do’.)  George is a custom software developer and he 
also does work in another industry that saves me a ton of 
money.  But, he’s also into real estate, development of all kinds 
of things.  We’ve been working together for 10 to 12 years.  
Anyway, he wonders what I do on Fridays so I thought I’d just 
bring him to see for himself...up close and personal.” 

“We have some visiting Rotarians.  First one is Marshall 

���� ��������
�����������
�����������
�����������
��� 



��� � ������������������������ 



������������ 



��� � �������������������� 





��� � ���������������������������� 





���� ���
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�� 



������������ 



��� � ��
�����������
�����������
�����������
��������� 





Linda James and 
Sean Smiddy  

Gus Achey 
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Cook and he has a guest also and here is what he had to say 
about himself.  “I’m Marshall Cook, retired physician, and 
past president and assistant district governor for our district in 
northern Idaho, District 5080.  My guest today is my sister 
Sydney Bauersaux (sp?) from Somerset, PA.  She’s a retired 
elementary school teacher.  District 5080 covers northern 
Idaho, northeastern Washington and southern British Colum-
bia.  Together we have some 30 out-of-country clubs.  Our 
principal service activities involve water projects in Mindanao 
in the Philippines.” 

Our next Rotarian is from Sweden.  “My name is Mats 
Stvant and I come from Karlstad in Sweden.  You may not 
have a map of the area in your mind but you know where 
Stockholm is and you know where Oslo is.  Karlstad is on a 
line between the two towns.  It is a university town.  It’s also a 
town where forestry is important.  I am the managing director 
of a company that cuts down the trees and sends them to saw 
mills.  I am here for a vacation.  My wife is attending a meet-
ing in Spitsbergen.  While she is at the meeting, there was a 
week that I found I could come over here for a week’s holiday.  
I’ve been to Colorado Springs and Leadville.  I left quite a bit 
of money in Leadville.  (understanding laughter) 

President Mike took possession of the mike again and led 
the discussion into sympathy for Jeff Stotler because of how 
we’ve left him out of Sergeant at Arms activities for a week or 
so.  “So, it’s all yours, Jeff.” 

Jeff:  “As most of you 
know, the golf tournament is 
now over.  Those of you not 
part of the committee didn’t 
get to see what happened the 
last couple of weeks with 
Cliff and Steve.  It could 
really get wound up at times.  
It got to the point that 
Wendell walked in one time 
and said, ‘Now listen.  You 
guys are not thinking ration-
ally.  I’m going to have you 
committed.’  So, they were committed and they were walking 
around the committal house (laughter...but there really is such 
a word in Funk and Wagnalls) and they were walking by the 
pool when all of a sudden, Cliff just jumped in, sank like a 
rock down to the bottom.  Then Steve, instinctively, just jump-
ed in, swam down and got Cliff, pulled him up, saved his life. 

“One of the nurses noticed this and went to Dr. Wendell, 
told him what happened.  So Wendell looked into things then 
went over to Steve, told him, ‘I have some good news and bad 
news.  Good news is, by jumping in and rescuing Cliff, you 
showed rational thought and you can be released back into 
society.’  ‘Oh, great.  My wife will be delighted, maybe.  But, 
what’s the bad news?’  ‘Well, the bad news is that right after 
you saved Cliff, he went upstairs, into his bathroom, and hung 
himself and he’s dead.’  That may be why he’s not here today.  
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‘Oh no, it’s all right.  After I pulled him out of the pool, 
he was still a little damp so I just hung him in there to 
dry.’  [Note:  17 seconds of laughter and applause ensued.  
Conclusion:  that may be the last joke you tell this RY 2009, 
Jeff, but it’s also the best joke you’ve told all year.] 

“Who has something they would like to share today?” 
Bill Curnow was closest.  “This last weekend, Jay and I 

had the opportunity to go ride the Elephant Rock 100.  
(Correction from Jay: ‘No, you rode the 100.  I rode the 62.  
Ed. Note:  That’s 100 also...100 km.)  It was great fun.  The 
joy of it is that it’s over and we don’t have to worry about it 
for another year.”  Jay had another comment:  “Wait a min-
ute.  We have a challenge.  Since we exhibited the youth of 
Rotary, we think that everyone else who didn’t ride it should 
contribute at least a dollar today.”  [Motion failed due to lack 
of a second.] 

Next up:  Art Mason.  “This has been a good week for 
the Mason household.  On Wednesday, June 10, I celebrated 
my 88th birthday and today Polly and I are celebrating our 
65th wedding anniversary. 

Artem Guralev reported a couple of exciting gradua-
tions in his family.  “My wife graduated and will continue for 
her Masters in British and American Studies.  My younger 
brother graduated in Russia and got his undergraduate degree.  
And, my little brother graduated also...from the seventh, go-
ing to the eighth grade.”  Someone asked Artem how to say 
“congratulations” in Russian and Artem told us.  So, we tried 
to say it; with mixed results.  [n.b.  Artem even wrote it on a 
piece of paper and gave it to your editor later in the meeting.  
Turns out that “congratulations” in English is “pazdravljaju” 
in Russian.  Going even further into the subject, with the 
search phrase “congratulations in Russian”, Google reports 
that “I congratulate you” is “��������	
  ��� ” in Russian.  
So, with all this information, the editor can now write it, 
slowly, but can’t pronounce it at any speed.]  

Jerry Regan:  “On Sunday, Sandy and I celebrated our 
41st wedding anniversary and we started out with a flat tire; 
just like we had 41 years ago on our honeymoon.  Then we 
picked up a friend who is finishing an extended stay in the 
hospital in a CARE unit, took her back home to Georgetown 
and got a wonderful brunch for our anniversary there in 
Georgetown.” 

Rich Sattizahn had a couple of things on his mind. 
1. “I just want to thank Steve Whisenhunt for putting 

on such a great golf tournament.  And also for the 
manner in which he did it.  He didn’t beat everybody 
up week after week.  He just asked for donations.  I 
think we had some of the best silent auction prizes 
we’ve ever had and we had 72 golfers and every 
single one of them showed up at tee time last Thurs-
day.  It was a classy act from start to finish. 

2. “The other thing is I want to give $5.00 for Art’s 
65th wedding anniversary.  He’s going to take his 
three daughters, along with Polly, on a cruise of the 
Snake River.  They’re deferring it till July after the 
big party.” 

Mel Capehart reported that a certain individual got in 
line in front on him, and, “He had trouble getting a hold of all 

Jeff Stotler 
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Joannie gave us a few words about how welcome we 
made her feel after her move from Iowa.  “The transition 
was wonderful and thank you, everyone.” 

Alan then asked Jerry Regan to present a sponsorship 
pin to Barry Dawson.  Alan revealed that “We have a very 
unique event at the U’Hills Rotary Club.  We have a special 
Rotary pin that recognizes the sponsor of another member.  
Barry has about 422 Rotary pins, but he doesn’t have this one.  
So, today, Jerry is going to present Barry the U’Hills sponsor 
pin.”  And, that’s what Jerry did. 

 

B ill Collier had a quick announcement about his semi-
annual clothing drive for Senior Support and Sacred 

Heart House.  This drive, however, had some changes.  He 
had placed lists of items needed on each table for pickup by 
members.  He asked us to look at the list, pick out one of the 
starred items, then bring in $15 to $20 worth of those items 
next week.  He will have his truck at the club entrance so we 
can drop the items off as we come by. 

Staci Giovino introduced our 
speaker today, Arjun Sen.  
“My very good friend, Arjun 
Sen, is here this week.  He is 
the author of a memoir enti-
tled ‘Raising A Father.’  I 
have been privileged to see 
him interact with his daughter 
and they have a most enviable 
relationship.  Aside from that, 
he’s a marketing guru, a 
brainy expert, and I think if 
he put his mind to it, he 
probably could walk on wa-
ter.” 
      Arjun began his talk with 
a short story about how “An 
amazing lady, my grand-
mother, introduced me to a 
unique organization.  It was 
Mother Teresa’s Institute in 
Calcutta.  What Mother 
Teresa did in her Calcutta 
Institute, that cared for the 
poorest of the poor, was cen-
tered on her belief that every-
one, when they are about to 
leave this life for the next 
one, should have at least a 
few good days to take with 

them as they joined their Heavenly Father.  I thought it was a 
great idea, but how do you find the money to care for the 
thousands of poor in Calcutta?  The nuns and Mother Teresa 
always said that if you open a task with a vision, the money 
will be forthcoming [Something like the theme in Field of 

that food so he gave me his two year old son to take care of 
while he filled his plate.  The problem was, unlike the Rotarian 
in Jeff’s story, he didn’t hang his son out to dry.”   [It took quite 
a while before everyone caught on to what Mel was talking 
about.  But, it finally came through.] 

 

S teve Whisenhunt had some good news about the recent 
golf tournament.  “I’d like to report that the club netted 

over $25,000 from the Golf Tournament.  We had 99.9% club 
participation and the young lady who put us over $25,000 is 
Dixie Davis who was the winner of the trip to Arizona.  So, a 
lot of money will go to David’s regime, for our community ser-
vice, and international projects.  And, by the way, we had 135 
for dinner.  Thanks again.” 
 

P resident Mike asked Jay Carpender to give us an update 
on the Appreciation Dinner planned for later this month.  

Said Jay, “On June 28, we’re going to have an Appreciation 
Dinner, which in previous years was the Past President’s Party, 
here at Glenmoor CC.  It’s to honor who they were.  It’s not 
who’s who any more, it’s who are they?  We appreciate all the 
past presidents and we’d like everyone to participate.  It will be 
on 28 June, 6 to 9 pm, Glenmoor CC.  The main reason for the 
sign up sheet, is to get an idea of how many people might at-
tend.” 

You’re familiar with the in-
duction drill by now...a sum-
mary, by several members, of 
what Rotary is all about, then 
presentation of a certificate of 
membership and supporting 
documents, a Rotary pin, and 
a symbolic plant to represent 
the growth of the new mem-
ber in the Rotary family.  
Noteworthy with this particu-
lar induction, however, was 
the presence of the young 
daughters of Amor Daly, the 
inductee.  Identical dresses 
and your daughters’ flawless 
deportment were much to be 
admired, Amor. 
      Still on the subject of 
membership, Alan Coldwell, 
Membership Committee 
Chair, asked Joannie 
Schneider to join him at the 
lectern...and she complied.  
Alan revealed that Joannie 
came from a beautiful state:  
Iowa.  (Several voices of 
agreement in the assembly.)  
“Joan, I’d like to present you 
with your blue membership 

badge and thank you for joining us at the U’Hills Rotary Club.”  
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Alma Daly (5 yrs old), Amor Daly, 
tiny glimpse of Leena Daly (3 1/2 
yrs old), David Wood, and Jerry 

Regan 

Staci Giovino 

Arjun Sen 

Joannie Schneider and  
Alan Coldwell changing her red 

for blue membership badge 
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me to an ice cream at McDonald’s.’   
“I’m thinking that for a business life, where did my 

daughter get messed up?  A $500 cake on her birthday and 99 
cents at McDonald’s.  The corporate world has taught me 
how to handle a crisis and this is a crisis so I said, ‘OK.  
Don’t worry about this.  It will be fine.  I’ll spend more time 
with you.’ 

“I also knew that she wanted to go back to Denver.  I 
said, ’I’m planning to take you back to Denver.’  The little 
girl comes to me, pokes me on my chest and says, ‘Dad, I 
love you.  But, you do not like me.’  It was a very humiliating 
experience.  A lot of times things are in the gray area, but this 
time I was completely in the black.  But, to get caught is a 
very vulnerable feeling.   

“So, I started thinking about what went wrong here?  Of 
course, I was going through this life, have a few glasses of 
wine, go back to working and never think about where our 
relationship was heading.  I’d end up, at maybe 65 to 70 
years, a lonely old man, who had accomplished an amazing 
amount of stuff who gets two phone calls per year from his 
daughter...one on his birthday, one on Christmas.  I would 
normally say, ‘How are you?’  Reply was ‘Good.  How are 
you?’  ‘Good.’  Nothing else.  I wasn’t doing anything to 
know this person, my daughter, in the future. 

“That night I was thinking, Where did all these things 
happen?  I came from India with $300, went to Brigham 
Young.  All of a sudden, I was in the corporate world.  I re-
member the first day, and these amazing guys in suits talking 
about sacrifice.  You have everything it takes to move 

up...sacrifice, sacrifice, sacrifice.  The 
first to arrive in the morning, the last to 
leave at night. 
     “I started doing this, working very 
hard.  I traveled all week, come back 
Friday night.  Saturday was my favorite 
football game, BYU and somebody 
else.  Raka is two years old and rode a 
red scooter around the room and when 
we got a touchdown I’d scream 
‘Touchdown’ and she would raise her 
arms straight up and scream 

‘Touchdown.  Touchdown.’  I thought it was very cute and 
took her picture and put it in my office on the desk, on the 
wall. 

“Then one of the days when I was leaving, Raka was 
sitting in the back seat and she started singing the song from 
Rafferty’s (?),  There must have been a thousand other songs 
she could sing, but the song she was singing was, ‘All I want 
is a song in my heart, love from my family, and food in my 
belly.’  It caught me up short and I started thinking back and 
what I realized was that I was just touching down into her life 
and taking off.  I was not present.   

“I realized that I had to be there, but I was not.  So, I 
started writing this book and realized I had an addiction:  
work.  The definition of an addiction, to me, was that I was in 
a moment and you want to go beyond, you don’t have any 
control, and you have no idea about how to change it.  For 
me, I would become 65-70 years old, and I was going to a 
place I didn’t want to go, but I had no control. 

Dreams…Build it and they will come.] 
“And, they were right.  As Mother Teresa would talk about 

the last, and perhaps the first real smile on a human being be-
fore they left this planet.  That was her dream and contributions 
came from all over the earth to help in her institute.  I just 
wanted to share this with you because you guys do some amaz-
ing work in all parts of the world and you may not realize your 
impact on the less fortunate members of the human race. 

“Now, about this book.  First of all, how many fathers are 
there in the room?  [Quite a few hands were raised].  I will ask 
you to go back and think about the day you are driving your 
wife to the hospital for the birth of you first child.  When I think 
about that day, I remember looking in the rear view mirror and 
how I suddenly had this amazing realization that after this day, 
the back seat will never be empty again. 

“My experience was on 15 September 1993.  At 3:08 we 
were blessed with Raka.  That night was the beginning of an 
amazing amount of awareness in my marriage.  It was some 
kind of a wakeup call.  I was so excited, it’s a baby!   

“But, unfortunately, the next big wakeup call was on a Sep-
tember day...September 12, 2001.  We could not believe that 
something like this could happen.  By that time I was working 
for Papa John’s.  And, I was the only person in this country 
who runs marketing and operations in a red front store.  And, I 
was negotiating with McDonalds to take their marketing world 
wide.  So, I was just really cool. 

“I’m watching TV, working on my laptop and she sat down 
next to me.  I asked, I don’t know why, ‘How are we doing?’  
She said, ‘Not good, we are not doing good.’  Not doing good?!  
I’m doing great, so what’s wrong with 
you?’  To make a long story short, she 
looked at me and said, ‘Just to remind 
you.  I’m eight years old, or will be three 
days.  And Dad, you don’t know me.’  
‘Sure, I know you.’  Now, in a relation-
ship in which someone said, ‘You don’t 
know me’ I should have felt shame and 
guilt.  Instead, I took a defensive position.  
So, she took a piece of paper, scribbled 
something and gave it to me.  There were 
three questions:   

1. Who is my number one best 
friend? 

2. What is the thing I most like to do? 
3. What is my favorite restaurant? 
The last question was ironic.  I’d been in the restaurant 

business for years.  It had to be Papa John’s.  But, anyway, I 
thought about friends, gave her an answer, she said, ‘Wrong.’  
Well, OK.  Two out of three is still not bad.  But, I had no clue 
what her favorite activity was, but I had taken her to a skating 
rink once and she seemed to like it so I said, ‘Skating rink.’  
Then she said, ‘How about the third question?’  It had to be 
Papa John’s so that’s what I said.  She said, ‘Wrong and wrong.  
Before we went to the skating rink, I was ready to go twice be-
fore and you called from work and did not show up.  And the 
day you took me there, you sat there with your cell phone and 
every few minutes I’d skate by and you just stared at me.  I 
said, ‘OK.  So what’s the answer?’  She said ‘The answer is for 
you to come over to school, unannounced, pick me up and take 
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“But, I had one defense that helped me that day.  I was in 
Boston.  I was ready to quit everything cold turkey, I wanted to 
be with my daughter.  And I started consulting.  Life was brutal.  
Brutal because in the past, on my birthday, 65-70 people at 
work would show up with cakes and everything in my favorite 
flavor.  Now, when I’m working from outside, nobody ever 
returns my phone calls.  Nobody. 

“So, my day had four time points:  6:30...Raka wakes up, 
goes to school.  12:10...the mailman delivers the mail.  
4:30...Raka comes from school and 8:30...Raka goes to bed. 

“I needed someone to talk to so started telling Raka what I 
was doing during the day.  I never thought that she was actually 
listening.  Then, one day she comes from school, looks at me, 
says, ‘Dad, you’re watching TV.’  I said, ‘Yes.  The food is 
right there, I’m just watching a TV program.’  She walks over, 
stands in front of the TV, says, ‘Dad, turn the TV off.’  So, I 
said, ‘What was that?  Why?’  She said, ‘Dad, it’s 3:45.  How 
can you be watching TV?’  I said, ‘I have nothing else to do.  
Why not?’  She said, ‘You didn’t do that when you were with 
Papa John’s.’  I said, ‘OK.  I’ll stop watching TV’ and turned it 
off.’ 

“The next few days, I was still watching TV, but before she 
came in from school, I turned the TV off.  Nothing wrong with 
that.  But Raka comes in.  I guess I had a guilty look on my 
face.  She looks at me, looks at the TV, looks at me, looks at the 
TV and then goes and puts her hand on the TV.  It’s warm.  She 
looks at me, says, ‘Dad, you’re not listening to the rules.  
You’re lying.’  To me, if I went back, thought about this whole 
thing, it was brutal. 

“That night, I kept thinking about the situation.  At least I 
lied less.  Progress.  (laughter)  You are laughing but this was 
serious.  I was trying to change my whole working life for my 
daughter and I thought I should not give up.  I should just be 
happy that I was at least making progress. 

“I was highly frustrated, however, and started screaming at 
Raka for the least little thing.  Then, one day, I screamed at 
Raka and she came down with some writing and said, ‘Dad. 
When you scream at me in the morning, it messes up my whole 
day.’   

“During the day, I thought about how, when I was still 
working, if someone screamed about something, it really would 
have an adverse impact on the rest of the day.  So, the next time 
she was a little late, I would just walk up there, whisper outside 
her door, ‘Raka, are you up?’ 

“During this time, my wife and I were involved in a di-
vorce, setting up two houses, working out Raka’s visiting times 
with my wife and me.  This one wintry night, Raka came to me 
at 10:30 at night, stood next to me and said, ‘Dad.’  I said, 
‘What?’  ‘I need to go to Mom’s house and get some shoes for 
tomorrow.’  I blew up.  ‘Be considerate, it’s late, you can wear 
some other shoes.’  She wouldn’t budge.  Finally, I took her 
there.  On the way back, more lectures from Dad.  Finally, we 
walk in, she’s going up the stairs, she stops in dramatic fashion 
and says, ‘Dad.  You know I didn’t choose to have two houses.  
You don’t know how difficult it is to go from one house to an-
other, take the clothes I will wear, everything I’ll need to go to 
school.’ 

“But, things are looking up.  The most recent example was 

in February.  This was for her finals.  I baked a special cookie 
for her.  It was important because I grew up with my amazing 
grandmother and she would do things like that for me.  I re-
membered how I liked it so I did the same thing for Raka.” 

Arjun concluded his talk with some remembrances from 
his life and how he worked with Raka to bring some of those 
events into hers.  Like, “One day she was playing soccer.  
Now, Raka is not the tallest girl on the team.  With a Dad who 
is 5’7” and a mother who is 5’2’, how big can she get?  But, 
she was playing goalie.  The ball bounced, Raka jumped up 
with both hands at the same time, connected, saved the goal.  I 
got the picture at exactly the right time.  That night I sent cop-
ies to 300 to 400 people.  Raka was ecstatic.  We heard from 
more people than we thought we knew.” 

Arjun left us with a flavor of his book:  a bookmarker 
with……. The Six Lessons I Learned  

1. Respond to wake-up calls. 
2. Addiction comes in different forms. 
3. Recovery is a lifelong journey. 
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4. Touchdowns aren’t enough, be present. 
5. Measure your relationships. 
6. Never give up on your children.  They never give up 

on you. 
And with that he left us with his blog site, his twitter site 

and his email site on the book marker. 
Accompanied by appreciative applause, President Mike 

then gave Arjun our certificate for five polio vaccinations, in 
his name, with the Rotary PolioPlus program.  Arjun may not 
have been aware of the relationship between the PolioPlus pro-
gram and Arjun himself.  Significantly, some of the few places 
in the world where polio still exists are in some provinces in 
India, Arjun’s home country.  As we all know, Rotary is work-
ing hard to reduce the incidents to zero.  Now Arjun is a partici-
pant in the effort. 

Mike’s thought for the day was in honor of Father’s Day: 
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