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Oct 30 .... Kim Day, DIA Manager of Aviation,  
Topic: ................. DIA Master Plan    

Nov 6 ...... Hold 

Nov 13 .... Curt Fentress ..... DIA Architect 

Nov 20 .... Zane Robertson . Subject:  Active Minds  

Nov 27 .... Children’s Holiday Party 

Dec 6 ...... Holiday Party ..... Phipps House 

Dec 11 .... Lynda Drake ...... Bayaud Staffer, Subj ect:  
Homeless for the Holidays 

Dec 18 .... District Governor Visit 

Dec 25 .... Dark at Glenmoor Christmas Day 

      A nice looking group of 
Rotarians don’t you think?  
Bill Collier is one of the 
greeters and either Jim Mac-
Dermott or Fred Cron is the 
other one.  Red’s schedule is 
for Jeff Duer to have the 
designation.  But, since Jim 
and Fred are both smiling 
and willing to shake hands, 
it’s a toss up.  They’re all 

ready to welcome anyone who wants to come to another excit-
ing meeting of the U’Hills Rotary Club. 

Lowell Palmquist brought us our inspirational message 
today...very appropriate and timely: 

“I’m sure we all share a common concern for the safety of 
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and more recently in Af-
ghanistan where the number of casualties has increased sub-
stantially.  An article in the Tuesday Denver Post reported that 
October has been ‘one of the deadliest months since fighting 
began there in 2001.’ 

“Some of you probably listen to the morning news on 
KOA radio with Steffan Tubbs and April Zesbaugh.  Tubbs 
always ends their show with a request to their listening audi-
ence to ‘REMEMBER OUR TROOPS.’ 
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 “In March, 2006, Tubbs went 
to Iraq on assignment and was 
imbedded with the 4th Infantry 
Div. that was involved in some 
very intense fighting.  I recall 
his reports while he was on 
patrol with soldiers of the 4th 
Div., sharing their concerns 
about the fighting, their bud-
dies, and their families back 
home. 
      Steffan Tubbs is a three 
time winner of the Edward R. 
Murrow Award for national 
reporting. 
      During the coming days 

and weeks, we will be subjected to a media blitz covering mur-
der trials, Washington politics, the coming holidays, and other 
events. 

“As we prepare today to say the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of our country, let us also pledge to do as Steffan 
Tubbs does each week day morning:  REMEMBER OUR TROOPS.  
Join me in the pledge:” 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States…” 

Our meeting MC today was, surprise, Steve Whisenhunt.  
In Steve’s words, “I received a call from our President David 
Wood last night.  David had some family problems and could-
n’t make the meeting today, asked me if I could fill in.  And, 
that’s what I’m doing today:  filling in.  I feel something like a 
mosquito in a nudist colony.  I know what to do, but I just don’t 
know where to start. 

“Another little bit of trivia...I played cards last night.  I can 
tell you that up until last night, the three happiest words in the 
English language were, ‘I love you.’  But now, I think they 
really are, ‘I’ll play these.’ 

To introduce the visiting Rotarians and guests today is 
Wendell Osorno.  Wendell began his introduction segment 
with the Hawaiian word mahalo—from the club, likewise.   
“First, I’d like to introduce our visiting Rotarians.  First was 
Steve Dailey, Littleton Club, classification estate taxes.  Next:  
Bill and Barbara Jacob (didn’t quite get the classification).” 

“Next is Jerry Regan.  Please introduce your guests.” 
Jerry rose to the occasion by informing us that we’ll hear 

more from his guests later in the program, but he’d like to just 
briefly introduce them here.  “Jeff Mora, president and owner 
of the Golden Gloves franchise in Colorado.  Next is Rich 
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Jim MacDermott, Fred Cron, and 
Bill Collier 

Lowell Palmquist 
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Beall, world renowned ringside announcer for Golden Gloves.  
Tommy Myers, is an official and referee for Golden Gloves 
and amateur boxing and finally, Lighting Lonnie Smith, su-
per lightweight champion and Golden Gloves Hall of Famer.” 

Gus Achey has a guest.  Gus:  “I’m going to introduce my 
guest a little later in greater detail but she’s here to accept our 
check for the organization she founded.” 

Paul Bauer introduced his son, Matt.  “Matt works for 
Charles Schwab and is a specialist in options trading.” 

Doug Dixon introduced Rachel Comfort.  “She’s an ad-
viser with AXA, a mother of two, and is an all around good 
person.”  [Welcome Rachel.  We always like to have visits 
from all around good persons.] 

Next, David Henninger had with him his son Geoffrey.  
“It’s appropriate that Lowell Palmquist gave his inspirational 
message the way he did [Emphasis on Remember Our 
Troops.].  This is my son...Geoffrey Henninger.  He’s on two 
week’s leave from Iraq.  He’s a medic on the Iranian border, 
about one km away.”  There followed a rare standing ovation 
by all attending the Rotary luncheon.  It lasted a full 22 sec-
onds and was accompanied by spoken words of support and 
encouragement. 

Jay Carpender:  “It’s my pleasure to introduce Mary 
Ellen Cope.  She’s from Edwards (?) Colorado.  Mary Ellen 
and I were together this summer, riding across Iowa.  She likes 
bikes like I do.” 

Wendell told us that concluded the introduction but that 
he had a story illustrating some of the depressed patients he 
sees in his practice.  It’s about three women who had just sur-
vived funerals of their husbands who died on the same day at 
the same location.  The first husband to die was an Irishman.  
He, and the other two worked side by side as ironworkers on a 
skyscraper in New York.  They took a lunch break, opened 
their lunch pails and the Irishman said, “Corned beef and cab-
bage!  If I see one more corned beef and cabbage lunch, I’m 
going to jump off this scaffolding, 96th floor, and kill myself.” 

The second ironworker, a Latino, opened his pail, saw his 
lunch...burritos.  He said, “If I see one more lunch of burritos, 
I’m going to jump too.’” 

The third ironworker, a blonde, opened his box, explained, 
“If I see another lunch of baloney, I’m going to jump off also.” 

Next day, same three guys on lunch break.  First one 
opens his lunch:  corned beef and cabbage.  He immediately 
jumps, kills himself. 

The Latino opened his lunch, burritos.  He jumped also. 
The blond opened his lunch, baloney.  He joined the other 

two, still falling from the 96th floor. 
The wives of the ironworkers, very depressed about their 

husband’s suicides, came to see Wendell about their depres-
sion.  Wendell had looked into the deaths, turned to the wife of 
the Irishman.  “Your husband jumped because he couldn’t 
stand another lunch of corned beef and cabbage.”  His wife 
sobbed, “Oh, if I had only known he was so tired of corned 
beef and cable, I’d never have made another CB&C lunch, 
ever.” 

Looking at the second wife, Wendell told her that her hus-
band had jumped because he couldn’t stand another meal of 
burritos.  Wife, contrite, said, “If I’d only known, I’d have 

never made him another lunch of burritos.” 
Time for wife of third ironworker’s depression case, 

the blond.  His wife said, “Don’t look at me.  He got up early, 
made his own lunches.” 

MC Whisenhunt asked Artem Guralev to come to the 
lectern, announced that Artem is changing his occupational 
location, is leaving our club, joining another club closer to his 
new business location.  “I’ve really gotten to like Artem since 
he’s been here and am sorry to see him go.  I’m going to pre-
sent him with one of our club flags.  When you come to make 
ups at our club, Artem, from your new one, please bring us 
one of the flags from your new club.” 

Artem:  “I want to thank all of you for showing me what 
Rotary is all about.  I’ll be seeing you again.  Thank you.” 

Whisenhunt next asked Jan Marie Belle to come for-
ward.  Gus Achey has a presentation to make to her.   

Gus Achey:  “I’d like to introduce Jan Marie Belle.  
She’s the executive director or an organization called the 
Southwest Improvement Council (SWIC).  They assist people  
from youngsters all the way up to people even older than us.  
(Comment from audience, ‘that’s impossible’)  We’re going 
to give her a check today.  Doug’s committee has graciously 
agreed to give her a check for $1,500 to help their program.  
Jan has been an executive director and actually the founder of 
this organization for about 20 years, since the late ‘80s.  She 
used to be a high school teacher.  She has a degree in English 
and Secondary Education from the University of Colorado.  
They do a wonderful job.  There is one thing I want to tell 
you about.  She rents a building from the City and County of 
Denver that she’s going to eventually buy out.  She was com-
miserating with me the other day.  First, they raised her rent 
300%, then they raised it another 300%.  Now, she’s all the 
way up to 10 bucks a year.  Jan, here’s a check for $1,500.” 

Jan had a few words of appreciation for us.  “Thank you 
very much.  I want to say, first of all, thank you for your gen-
erosity.  We work in southwest Denver primarily although we 
have helped people from all over the city and other cities in 
Colorado.  We will use this money to buy food for families in 
need and those things that people living in shelters find are 
hard to buy.  Thank you so much for help with 200 families 
with children.  It’s most generous of you.   

“Also, I’ve been looking at your Four Way Test display.  
I think I’ll memorize it because I’m sometimes in situations 
that I’m not really sure what to do.  That will be a good way 
to help make a decision.” (Applause) 

Whizzy next asked Fred Jorgensen and Sean Smiddy 
to come up to the lectern for what, in his words, is, “One of 
my favorite presentations, the recipient of our West Middle 
School outstanding student award for this quarter.” 

Sean revealed to us that, “I had the honor last Friday to 
be one of the four club members to go over to West Middle 
School.  It was an absolute honor to help select the brightest, 
most articulate little sixth grader I have ever met.  Talk about 


 ���������� 
� ������ 
� ���� 

� ��� 
� ����� 
� ��

� 




The Spirit of U’Hills  Page 3    23 October 2009 

 

what Sean meant when he said “Articulate little sixth 
grader.”  Sean admitted that when he asked her the same 
question during her interview, and she complied, he com-
mented, “Wow.  When do you sleep?”  Fred expanded on the 
summary:  “She’s in the band, plays the clarinet; Girl Scout; 
she’s in the ballet, will be in the ‘Nutcracker’ this year; she’s 
on the soccer team...that’s aside from the other stuff she just 
mentioned.  It’s just amazing.” 

And then came the plaque.  Those are Fred’s fingers as he 
lofted it for all to see and 
admire.  It will be dis-
played in the hall outside 
the Admissions Office, 
West Middle School.  As 
Whisenhunt observed, 
“For all the other kids to 
eat their hearts out.  We 
also have a gift card from 
one of the book stores.  
Other than that, there’s 

not much else to do.  Congratulations Corby and John, proud 
parents of Lauren McGrath, probable President of the United 
States in 2048.” 

“Now, Jeff Duer, will you please come up and do your 
Sergeant at Arms thing?” 

Jeff Duer thanked Wendell 
Osorno for his joke depart-
ment contribution.  Every 
little bit helps. 
     “OK.  What do ghosts eat 
for breakfast?  Right, scream 
of wheat. 
      “What do you call a pony 
with a sore throat?”  Answer 
from the audience:  A little 
hoarse. 
      “And, lastly, what is the 
difference between a cat and 
a bullfrog?  No guesses?  A 
cat has nine lives but a bull 

frog croaks every night. 
“All right, who has a birthday or anniversary?” 
First to his feet was Rich Sattizahn.  “Last week I was 

gone, went back to Iowa, with the number six ranked football 
team.  It was my Mom’s 90th birthday so we all came home.  
She said she didn’t want people to know that it was her 90th 
birthday.  My sister said, ‘Well, how old do you think people 
think you are?  85, 80, 78?’  She said she would tell people if 
they asked directly.  She just didn’t want people to talk about 
how old she was getting.” 

Jeff Stotler:  “After Iowa beat my Michigan team my 
wife and I went to Vegas for a little time off.  I’d like to say I 
came back with more than I left with, but that would be a lie.  
Not many people go to Vegas to catch up on their sleep.  But, 
that’s what my wife and I did.” 

Tom Benson:  “I’m going to follow up on Jeff.  His 

changing your whole week on the up side...Wow, it changes 
your whole idea about kids nowadays.  I’ve heard that before 

when I was in a class and someone came and spoke about the 
winner of an award.  She was the crème de la crème so to 
speak.  She was the first one we met and also the best one we 
met.  She just knocked us off our feet.  So, congratulations, 
Lauren McGrath .  Your parents have done a wonderful job, 
and you’re just an awesome kid!”  (The applause indicated 
unanimous agreement with the evaluation.) 

Lauren’s acceptance speech was short and to the point, 
“Thanks.  I’m really honored, and, ...yeah...thanks.” 

Next in the ceremony was Fred Jorgensen, who read 
from the award certificate...something about “U’Hills 

Achievement Award to Lauren McGrath .  Because of you, 
your school is a better place to learn.  You have proved by all 
your actions that one person can make a difference.  We ap-
plaud you for what you have accomplished and look forward 
to hearing more great things about you in the future.  It’s 
signed by your principal and one of our Rotary members.”   

A member of the audience asked Lauren to give an exam-
ple of what she has done.  There followed a demonstration of 
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A ‘knocked off his feet’ Sean Smiddy; Lauren 
McGrath, who did the knocking; and Fred 

Jorgensen, enjoying the whole event. 

Lauren McGrath listening to Fred Jorgensen 
read her award certificate 

Jeff Duer, Sergeant at Arms 
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was inducted into the U.S. Golden Gloves Hall of Fame 
in 2001.  Lightning Lonnie Smith, who you’ll also 
hear from in a few minutes, was inducted into the Colorado 
Golden Gloves Hall of Fame in March 2009.   

“My grandfather, F. W. (Nick) Kahler was inducted 
into the U. S. Hockey Hall of Fame in 1980.  As I was pre-
paring my research to submit his nomination, and the sub-
sequent remarks I made at his induction ceremony, I had the 
distinct honor and privilege of accepting his induction into 
the Hall of Fame, I became aware of the breadth and scope 
of his involvement in sports.  He was admitted to the Min-
nesota Hall of Fame in 1963.  He was named Sportsman of 
the Year, Sportsman of the Decade, and Sportsman of the 
Century in Minnesota. 

“I also discovered then that he is recognized as one of 
the co-founders of Golden Gloves boxing in the United 
States in the early ‘40s.  As a result, when my good friend 
Tommy Myers, who is a volunteer official and referee in 
Golden Gloves boxing and other amateur boxing events in 
Colorado, when he invited me to some Golden Gloves 
matches and to the Hall of Fame ceremony when Lonnie 
was inducted, it rekindled my interest and passion in ama-
teur boxing, particularly Golden Gloves, thanks to my 
grandfather.  So, that’s how this program came about.  So, 
let’s move on. 

“I want to introduce first, a name you 
may have heard, Rich Beall.  In my 
mind, he is a Hall of Fame ringside an-
nouncer.  He does radio and TV work.  
You may have heard him.  He performs 
at Heritage Square, has done radio work 
for years in Denver, and volunteers his 
time and his marvelous voice as the 
ringside announcer for Golden Gloves 
and other amateur boxing in Colorado 

and throughout the region.  So, first, Rich Beall. 
Rich Beall:  “Unlike Steve, I don’t have anything 

scripted out.  I’m sort of like the nudist in a seal colony, 
‘What do I do now?’  Thank you very much.  It’s very nice 
to be with a group of people...it’s refreshing to see how 
many people who are willing to go that extra mile.  An or-
ganization like Rotary is definitely an asset to the commu-
nity.  So, thank you for letting us be here. 

“And, of course, congratulations to the young lady over 
there.  With all the generous things she’s done, I think she’s 
a future Rotarian.  Thank you so much. 

“OK, my name is Rich Beall.  I started in radio with 
KIMN years and years ago.  One of my first assignments 
was the Broncos in the Super Bowl in New Orleans in 1977.  
About that time, I got involved with the Golden Gloves and 
I’ve been with them ever since.  The reason is, although it’s 
not necessarily my favorite sport, but my favorite organiza-
tion is the Colorado Golden Gloves.  And, the reason is that 
we hear stories about the treasurer absconding with the 
money from the soccer club, and these kids having prob-
lems with raising money.  But, that’s never happened with 
the Golden Gloves.  So many members of the Golden 
Gloves are there for life.  They end up dying before they 
leave the Golden Gloves.  So, it is truly an organization that 

Michigan team beat my Notre Dame team so I owe $5.00 to 
the Service Fund. 

Dave McKinley:  “I missed last week, and also the 
week before, but last week I was the driver for my wife, 
Carol.  She went over and ran in the Moab Second Half, Half 
Marathon.  She came in first in her age group.  And she took 
me to my second-in-my-life Spin Class.  [For those who, like 
your editor, don’t speak Spin Class, try Google.  Spinning is 
an aerobic exercise on a specially designed stationary bike 
with music and an instructor who talks you through a visuali-
zation of an outdoor bike workout.] 

Mickey Williams:  “Last week I attended my 40th col-
lege reunion.  I just wondered where all the old people came 
from.” 

Gus Achey:  “Today, my mother gets her last chemo 
treatment.  Prior to this one she was pronounced cancer free 
but they gave her an extra treatment just to be sure.  We’re 
extremely excited about that.” 

Dorotha Cicchinelli:  “You’ll find on your tables an 
invitation to a very fun event on 13 November.  I’m not only 
inviting you to this fund raiser for Colorado Pregnancy and 
Newborn Loss, I’m also asking for your help.  I need about 
six to eight people who enjoy wine, not just drinking it, but 
also pouring it, to pour wine for this event.  Incredible Wines 
and Spirits is the contributing wine merchant for this event.  
If interested, see me after the meeting 
for a fun evening.  Put it on your calen-
dar to attend.” 

William Collier:   “I just wanted to 
thank Cliff Litvak, he’s my dentist.  He 
saved a few that should have been 
pulled and I really appreciate it.” 

Laura Nichols:  “Last weekend, 
we went to Stillwater, OK, to visit our 
grand daughters and to see the game 
with the University of Missouri.  OSU beat Missouri for the 
first time on our own turf since 1992.  The whole town was 
in orange from babies to grandparents.  It was so much fun.  
They had a walk around for homecoming where the fraterni-
ties and sororities designed a huge wall to put in front of the 
buildings and they were very intricate.  Their theme was 
Branded for Life, because they’re cowboys I guess, and then 
with computer graphics constructed this huge panel, like 
maybe 100 feet, out of tissue paper, all colors of tissue paper.  
It was truly exciting.  I have some pictures that I’ll bring 
sometime and let people look at.  There is something excit-
ing in store for you.” 

Per Whisenhunt, “Now for the main event.  Jerry 
Regan, will you come up and introduce our program and 
speaker?”   

Jerry Regan began his introduction with an exercise 
into the realm of imagination.  “Imagine, if you will, stand-
ing on a podium about to be inducted into the hall of fame of 
your favorite sport.  We have a couple of hall-of-famers with 
us today:  Jeff Mora, who you'll hear from in a few minutes, 
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is doing good things for our youth.  Now, bear in mind that 
this is amateur boxing and for those of you who do not 
know the difference between pro boxing and amateur box-
ing, amateur boxing is truly the ‘sweet science.’  So, we 
invite one and all of you to come to our state tournament 
that will be in March, 2010, for five nights, or our regional 
tournament that is against the New Mexico team.  The 
champions of that tournament will represent the Rocky 
Mountain region in the nationals that will be in Little Rock, 
AR. 

“One of the guys who got me involved in the Golden 
Gloves is Jess Mora.  He’s been with the Golden Gloves 
first as a boxer and then as a member of the organization in 
1972.  He is also the national treasurer of the Golden Gloves 
organization.  He is the chairman of the Colorado/New 
Mexico Golden Gloves franchise.”  Then, in his ringside 
voice volume came, “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WEIGHING  
A LOT MORE THAN HE USED TO, PLEASE WELCOME TO THE 
PODIUM, THE CHAIRMAN  OF THE BOARD, JESS MORAAAAA! 

Jess Mora, came to the lectern, observed, “That’s kind 
of a hard act to follow, isn’t 
it?  First of all, with the 
Golden Gloves, a lot of 
people think that it’s a very 
violent and dangerous sport.  
But, it isn’t.  The people 
who officiate are all volun-
teers.  Like Tom Myers 
here.  He’s and official and 
is there to protect the kids. 
He has to go to meetings, 
educational seminars.  All 
our officials are trained to 
stop the match and do it to 
protect the kids. 

“The sport itself origi-
nated in 1943, the year before I was born, so I didn’t have 
anything to do with it.  I took over the Colorado Golden 
Gloves in 1972.  Right now, we’re pretty strong as an or-
ganization goes.  There are 31 franchises throughout the U. 
S., including Hawaii.  We started a scholarship program in 
2005.  We first started with just males.  Then, females 
started getting involved in 1999 so we expanded the pro-
gram to include them also. 

“Our main goal with these kids is to get an education, 
not to become professional boxers.  So, every year, we look  
at all the boxers, males and female, to see who might benefit 
most from a scholarship.  We’d like to give more and are 
seeking more contributions for that purpose. 

“We hold an annual tournament every March, usually 
it’s been four nights, but now it’s gone to five nights.  We 
are one of the largest tournaments held in the United States.  
The only ones who outdo us are Chicago, New York, and 
Detroit.  We include those boxers who have done well in 
local matches and show promise for the sport. 

“Eventually, we will get us a gym that will have school-
ing, an area where they can come in and do their home 
work, train in the gym and then go home.  This has been a 
goal for about 10 years but it takes a lot of money to set up 

and run such a facility.  
“Right now, we have just received a grant from 

Wells Fargo for $500.  I attended the ceremony just last 
week.  We had 50 organizations there, some were with food 
banks, shelters, etc.  I was the only one there from a sport 
organization.  We were so surprised when we got up there 
and found out who the other organizations were.  I stated to 
the one who gave us the check that ‘Boxing is an art, the art 
of self defense to help themselves from getting beat up.’ 

“There are boxers who have gone on to school and are 
lawyers, other professions.  I have a lawyer and doctor on 
my board, policemen, others from all walks of life.  They’re 
all volunteers and are doing a good job to help kids make 
something of themselves. 

“So, if you have a chance, get out and support us.  Jerry 
will have information about our tournament in March.  
You’ll get to see these young men who participate and show 
their sportsmanship.  Thank you.” 

Rich Beall came back with a pair of Golden Gloves 
boxing gloves, to be sure we understood what the Golden 
Gloves activity was all about.  “I want to reiterate that no-
body in Colorado Golden Gloves makes a dime.  The money 
all goes to the organization, nothing to any of the people 
running the day to day operation.”  Rich explained the sys-
tem of scoring, points for contacting the other boxer with the 
white part of the glove (From a location just back of the 
boxer’s knuckles to the finger tips).  “It’s not like pro box-
ing.”  

“And now, we’re in for a treat, he has some great sto-
ries, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN , THE SUPER LIGHT  HEAVY-

WEIGHT CHAMPTION OF THE WORLD, LONNIE LIGHTNING  
SMITH .   

And, sure enough, 
there was Lonnie Light-
ning Smith, in the flesh, up 
close and personal.  His 
first act was to take the 
Rotary gavel and give the 
Rotary bell a blow to the 
midsection.  (The bell can 
be seen in the picture of 
Jess Mora, there to your 
left.)  It sounded just like 
the ringside bell used to 
keep the rounds under 
control.  And, it caused 
Lonnie to take that instinc-
tive crouched stance, fists 
up to protect his body and chin. 

Lonnie began his talk with the information that “I repre-
sented the United States in the 1980 Olympics.  But,  Jimmy 
Carter boycotted them and I wasn’t able to bring back the 
gold medal.  Five years later, I went on to become the 
world’s boxing champion so I said, ‘Thank you, Lord.  I won 
a world title at last.’  But, I really wanted that gold medal.  I 
guess it just wasn’t in God’s plan.  It was in my plan but not 
His.’ 

“As far as the Golden Gloves go, I was 94 and 3 as an 
amateur.  And, boxing is the sweet science and it helped me 

Jess Mora 

Lonnie Lightning Smith 
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to become the person I am today.  I work with kids from the 
age of five and I’m really fortunate to be able to train kids 
from that age.  I never really had my own gym.   

“Well, this past June I was really fortunate to get the old 
YMCA center up on 31st Street.  I’m now actually running 
that gym and the kids love it.  It’s a great facility and we did 
our first boxing show on 14 September .  It turned out great.  
We didn’t do any advertising but were able to bring 200 peo-
ple to watch the kids in the ring. 

“A lot of kids, like myself, born to the Golden Gloves.  
They taught us respect for one another, and taught us how to 
be friends with each other.  But, in the ring, y’know, you 
can’t really work up much respect for your opponent.  And, 
you’ll get beat up if you do.  Outside the ring, though, we get 
along just great.  Most people believe that these guys are 
guys who came from the street and they’re mad at the world.  
Well, as you can see, I’m not really mad at the world, but I 
am mad at some people. (laughter) 

“I’ll tell you guys a little story because I know you’ll be 
waving me off pretty soon.  Well, when I was 10 years old, I 
watched Mohammed Ali and Don King to teach me about 
boxing and how this guy was going to change the world.  
Change the world!?  And you’re going to box to do that?  So, 
I wanted to be like that guy. 

“To make a long story short, after Jimmy Carter boy-
cotted the Olympics, I decided to turn pro.  I was going to go 
out from here but was born in Pueblo.  In school, they’d let 
you go to school half a day then go on to work if you had a 
job.  I was working at a place called The Wienerschnitzel.  
What happened was that our manager had a little TV that sat 
right over the cash register.  And Don King came on and was 
going to do this big ol’ fight on a ship in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. 

“Well, that got my attention, y’know,  I can go there and 
meet Don King.  So, I called my Mom and said ‘Mom!’  But, 
she was watching a soap opera and I was like, ‘Mom! Can I 
go to San Juan, Puerto Rico to meet Don King?’  And, she 
said, ‘Don’t bother me boy’ so I took that as a yes. 

“What happened was that I saved up my pay checks that 
I was getting and bought me a round trip ticket to San Juan 
Puerto Rico.  And, I told my Mom, ‘Mom, I’m going to go 
meet Don King now.’  ‘Go, boy, go!’  So, I got on a plane 
and went to Puerto Rico. 

“So, I got to San Juan, jumped in a taxi and went to the 
San Juan hotel, grabbed my bags, went inside.  The first 
man’s voice I heard was Don King’s.  I walked up to Don 
King, I said, ‘Mr. King, you don’t know me but I’m your 
next world champion.’  He said, ‘Where are you from?’  I 
said, ‘I’m from Denver, Colorado, and I came all the way out 
here to let you know that I’m your next world champion.’  
He said, ‘Really?  See that ring over there and those guys 
over there?  Go over there and tell them I want you to spar 

with them.’ 
“I went and got dressed, went over to the ring, told 

them, ‘Don wants one of y’all to box with me’  They looked 
at me, started laughing.  I was just 16 years old and they 
kept laughing.  I said, ‘For real.  He said for y’all to box 
with me.’  So, I looked over, said, ‘Mr. King, tell them you 
want them to box with me.’  He gave them the nod, so I got 
up on there, (Then, looking at Whizzy, Lightning Lonnie 
asked “How much more minutes do I got?(sic)”  Best part 
of the meeting.  Everyone started laughing their ‘that’s a 
great one’ laugh and kept it up for a llloooooonggg time.  
Whizzy told him to not worry about it.) 

“I was boxing with one of the guys and I was waiting 
to see if Don King was looking at me.  So, the bell rang.  I 
did pretty good against the first guy and Don got closer to 
the ring.  And, so I said, Don said for y’all to box with me 
so come on.’  So, the second guy climbed up in the ring and 
we was going at it and I said, ‘Hey, this guy’s more easier 
than the first guy.   

“Then the bell rang and Don said, ‘Hey, you can box.  
Where you from?’  I said I’m from Denver, Colorado and I 
came way out here to let you know I’m your next world 
champion.’  He said, ‘Yeah.  Do you know who you was 
boxing with?’  I said, ‘No, sir.’  He said, ‘Sol Mamby is my 
WBC world champion and Leroy Haley was my WBA 
world champion.’  So, I told him, ‘Well, I told you I was 
your next world champion!!’”(Lots and lots of applause 
and laughter.)  

“This is to say that dreams do come true.  I dreamed 
about being a world champion since I was eight years old, 
watching that on TV with Mohammed Ali and Don King.  
That was the highlight of my life.  I couldn’t wait to get 
down there to San Juan Puerto Rico and to let Don know 
that I was his next world champion.” 

Lightning’s talk was over...any questions? 
Question:  “How many classes do you have in Golden 

Gloves? 
Answer (Mora):  “ Right now there are seven weight 

classes, three divisions, the ??? Division has 17 classes, and 
the women’s division has 11 divisions.” 

As an extra bonus for jobs well done, Whizzy had two 
thoughts for the day, both from Mohammed Ali: 

 
· If my fans think I can do everything I say I can do, 

then they’re crazier than I am. 

· Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. 
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