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Dec 11 .... Lynda Drake ........ Bayaud Staffer, Subject: 
Homeless for the Holidays 

Dec 18 .... District Governor Mike Oldham Visit 

Dec 25 .... Christmas Day ..... Dark at Glenmoor 

Jan 1 ...... New Year’s Day ... Dark at Glenmoor 

Jan 8 ...... Max Wycisk .......... CEO Colorado Public 
Radio  

Jan 15 .... Andrew Romanoff—Candidate, U.S. Senate 

Feb 5 ...... Justice Gregory Hobbs .... Subject:  Lincoln 
Bicentennial 

 

Barry Dawson brought us an 
inspirational message today.  
“It’s about perspectives.  It 
was written by an 83 year old 
woman to a friend.  The last 
line says it all:  

Dear Bertha: 

I’m reading more and dusting 
less.  I’m sitting in the yard, 
admiring the view without fuss-
ing about the weeds in the 
garden.  I’m spending more 
time with my family and friends 
and less time working.  When-
ever possible, life should be a 
pattern of experiences to sa-

vor, not to endure.  I’m trying to recognize these moments now 
and cherish them. 

I’m not “saving” anything.  We use our good china and crystal 
for every special event such as losing a pound, getting the sink 
unstopped, or the first amaryllis blossom.  I wear my good 
blazer to the market.  My theory is if I look prosperous, I can 
shell out $28.49 for one small bag of groceries.  I’m not saving 
my good perfume for special parties, but wearing it for clerks in 
the hardware store and tellers at the bank. 

“Someday” and “one of these days” are losing their grip on my 
vocabulary.  If it’s worth seeing or hearing or doing, I want to 
see and hear and do it now.  I’m not sure what others would’ve 
done had they known they wouldn’t be here for the tomorrow 
that we all take for granted.  I think they would have called fam-
ily members and a few close friends.  They might have called a 

PPPPROGRAMSROGRAMSROGRAMSROGRAMS    ANDANDANDAND    AAAACTIVITIESCTIVITIESCTIVITIESCTIVITIES    few former friends to apologize and mend fences for past 
squabbles.  I like to think they would have gone out for a Chi-
nese dinner or for whatever their favorite food was...I’m guess-
ing I’ll never know. 

It’s those little things left undone that would make me angry if I 
knew my hours were limited.  Angry because I hadn’t written 
certain letters that I intended to write—one of these days. 

I’m not going to take the time to be angry and sorry that I didn’t 
tell my husband and parents often enough how much I truly love 
them.  I’m trying very hard not to put off, hold back, or save any-
thing that would add laughter and luster to our lives.  And, every 
morning when I open my eyes, I make sure to tell myself that it 
is special. 

Every day, every minute, every breath...they truly are gifts from 
God. 

People say true friends must always hold hands, but true friends 
don’t need to hold hands because they know the other hand will 
always be there.  Life may not be the party we hoped for, but 
while we’re here, we might as well dance the dance. 

President David asked us 
to recognize and thank our 
greeters today:  Rocky 

Rauchenstein and Dave 

McKinley.  And, that’s 
what we did with, as JFK 
used to say, “Vigah1”.   

[One will notice that 
attempts were made by per-
sons not identifiable in this 
photographic recordation of 
the solemn and respected 
Greeting ritual...attempts to mar the flow of the revered compo-
nents of the tradition.  Lest the perpetrators go unrecognized, 
your editor recorded their names to assist in the proper and ap-
propriate identification and censure by other members of the 
best Rotary Club in the World.  The two fingers above Dave 

McKinley’s flowing locks had Tom Murphy’s hand, arm, and 
torso attached.  And, the first initial of the last name of the 
owner of the blue shirt cuff and retracted fingers with extended 
forefinger (that is his forefinger, isn’t it?), just to the right of 
Dave’s left ear, was Barry Dawson.  One can also tell from the 
look on Dave’s face that he is attempting to ignore the at-

IIIINSPIRATIONALNSPIRATIONALNSPIRATIONALNSPIRATIONAL    MMMMESSAGEESSAGEESSAGEESSAGE    

GGGGREETERSREETERSREETERSREETERS    

Barry Dawson 
Larry Bell, Rocky Rauchenstein, 

Dave McKinley et al 

1  
For those who have forgotten, that’s the Kennedy Clan pronunciation of 

“vigor”.     
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tempted intrusive behavior of aforementioned member-
perpetrators.]  

 

B ill Collier informed us that our food and clothing drive 
for the Sacred Heart House will be on 18 December.  

“I’ll give you more specifics about it later.  While you’re 
buying groceries, you can buy some extra items like toilet 
paper, paper towels, and that kind of thing.  This month we 
need things like sleeping bags, gloves, hats, scarves, coats 
and similar items—for men.” 

L owell Palmquist had an update on our Four Way Test 
project with the West Middle School:  “For those of 

you who check their email once a week, try to do it today or 
tomorrow.  First, I’ve tried to put together a schedule for the 
six sessions with West Middle School starting 25 January 
2010.  Secondly, if there are any of you who did not sign up, 
we still have room for those who might want to participate.  
It’s a great experience and I think that those who have done 
this before will tell you the same thing.” 

D ick Rewey had our fit 
Rotarian tip of the 

week.  “In just two weeks 
from now, I’m going to talk 
about diet and weight con-
trol...right in the middle of 
the holidays.  That’s in two 
weeks.  Today, the short and 
sweet health tip is on having 
an optimistic outlook.  You 
can do this and sustain it...I 
don’t know who studies this 
stuff, but they have figured 
out that if you keep an opti-
mum positive outlook on 
your life you can add nine 
years to your life, almost a 
decade.”  At this point, the microphone quit working, so 
Dick said he’d revert to the Tom Murphy mode of public 
speaking.  Then, in a voice that would shatter glass, Dick 
continued:  “Studies have shown that those with an opti-

mistic outlook are less prone to viruses and recover more 

quickly from illnesses and injuries.  That’s true.  These 
people tend to act in healthier ways than negative people by 
getting more exercise and enjoying social activities.  And, 
that’s also true.  I can tell you that in my experience in psy-
chiatry, a person in a negative mood, i.e., the cup is half 
empty rather than half full, is absolutely set up as more likely 
to get depression.  The opposite correlation, people who are 
optimistic and upbeat, can still get depressed but they’re off 
to a running start in getting over it. 

“What I find most interesting in this, rather than the in-
dividual focus, is the inter-personal dimension, the contagion 
issue, and there is some research being done on that, particu-
larly by sociologists.  A recent study that I came across was 
that—and this made the WSJ the other day—loneliness has a 
negative contagion, i.e., lonely people tend to bring people 
around them down and I’m sure all of us have experienced 
that.  The lonely person pulls away from others, then they get 

isolated, see fewer people.  It’s a vicious cycle.  But, the 
opposite is also true.  Optimism, extraversion have a con-
tagion to them.  It brings out the best in us and in others and 
we all know that.  So, be of good cheer.   

“So, in closing, I love this quote...I have it in a coffee 
mug at my office.  It’s from Oscar Wilde .  ‘Life is too impor-

tant to be taken seriously.’  Happy holidays.” 

It’s been a couple of weeks 
since we had our last service 
fund replenishment via the 
Sergeant at Arms gig.  So 
Jeff Duer went up to the 
lectern, smoothed out his 
notes, and started with:  
“Where do wild animals go 
to workout?”  From the audi-
ence:  “Jungle Gym.”  “Right 
you are, wild animals go to a 
Jungle Gym to workout.”  
      Next, “Whaddaya call a 
bull that has swallowed 
ammo?”  Audience was 

stumped.  Answer?  “A-bomb-in-a-bull.”  (Say it fast. It’ll 
sound closer to the other word.).   

“How do you fix a broken pizza?”  Another blank from 
the suffering audience.  Answer?  “With tomato paste.”   

“What type of underwear do mummies prefer?”  A cou-
ple of miserable guesses followed by ‘Fruit of the Tomb.’ 

“Why do we fix dinner?  Is it broken?  A non-pun that 
requires no response.” 

“OK.  It’s been a couple of weeks, so who would like to 
share some good news?” 

Dave McKinley:  “On Thanksgiving, Carol and I were 
in the Turkey Trot.  [Full name:  Mile High United Way Tur-
key Trot.]  Also, on Thanksgiving, our son John came up 
from Mexico so we were together and at least got to see my 
mother before she passed away on Friday.  She’s in a better 
place, now...just 40 days shy of 100.  She didn’t want to be 
100 years old; people might think she was old.” 

Dan Astle:  “Last Saturday, the University of Montana, 
where I went to school, played South Dakota State, where 
Bud Laber went to school, in the first round of the Division I 
playoffs.  It didn’t look good for the University of Montana 
because with five minutes to go in the game, they were down 
by 27 points.  But, they rallied to win the game by 13 
points.”  [Now that is what you could call A Comeback—with 
a capital C.  They must have scored 40 points (27+13=40) in 
five minutes.  That’s five TDs, a field goal, and a safety: 

• 7 * 5 TDs = ............ 35 
• Field goal = .............. 3 
• Safety = ................... 2 
• Total = ................... 40] 
[One wonders if a Montana lineman in the huddle with 

five minutes to go said, as in the Bronco’s Drive at Cleveland, 

SSSSERGEANTERGEANTERGEANTERGEANT    ATATATAT    AAAARMSRMSRMSRMS    

Jeff Duer, Sergeant at Arms 

Dick Rewey 
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E rnie Carwile reported his 62nd birthday on the 
15th.  “I will testify that my sexual interest is de-

creasing and my appreciation for food is increasing.  It re-
minds me of a joke by the late, great Rodney Dangerfield.  
He said the more important food becomes, and the less im-
portant sex becomes so that just recently he installed a mir-
ror above his dining room table.”   

P hil Krug reported the 41st anniversary of his 39th 
birthday.  “We have four children down in Scottsdale.  

It’s a great turning point because all of my children are self 
supporting.  So, from here on in...we’re spending the 
money.” 

J im MacDermott had an important report to make.  “I 
just want to take a moment to thank everyone sitting in 

this room because we set a new record this year for the Giv-
ing Tree:  $1,670 (later corrected to $1,705) for the Warren 
Village and the Sacred Heart House.” 

L aura Nichols:  “We spent Thanksgiving out in Pasa-
dena with my daughter and her husband.  They’ve 

been a year and a half and have been trying to have a 
baby...with success and I got to see the ultrasound.  He 
waved at me and said, ‘Hi, Laura’.  The other thing that 
we’re really celebrating is that another lady at church and I 
have written a cookbook for our congregational care pro-
ject.  It’s hot off the press this week and one of my first 

customers was Jerry Regan who bought two copies.” 

F red Jorgensen:  “Carole and I spent Thanksgiving in 
Kansas City with her brother, a normal tradition.  An-

other thing, I successfully summited Grays Peak1 three 
weeks ago despite running off the road on the way up there.  
It took all 15 of us to push the car out of the ditch.  Not a 
good start for the day but we did summit.” 

Bill Collier introduced our 
speaker today:  John Villalta.  

“I was jogging my 12 minute 
fast mile not long ago and just 
happened to go past John’s 
house.  It should be in the Bet-

ter Homes and Gardens...it’s 
so beautiful, inside and out.  I 
got to talking to him and to 
proceed with the conversation 
asked him, ‘Well, what have 
you done?’” “Y’know, I’ve 
been to Somalia, Jordan, Iraq, 
Afghanistan.  I’ve worked for 

the U.S. Government in a variety of capacities in Baghdad.  
And, one of them was replacing the money from those with 

“Now, we’ve got ‘em right where we want ‘em!”] 

D orotha Cicchinelli:  “I want to thank U’Hills Rotary and 
the volunteers who poured wine at our fund raising event 

for the Colorado Pregnancy and Newborn Loss Services:  Rich 

Sattizahn and his wife Melody, Dick Henninger, and Jerry 

and Sandy Regan.  It was a great night.  I think everyone OD’d 
on chocolate and enjoyed some great wine.  It was a fine event 
and we’ll probably do it again in the Spring.  Everyone was 
very impressed that Rotary came and helped with this event.” 

J ay Shoemaker asked if we’d already heard this one:  “How 
does a Titleist differ from a Cadillac?  Give up?  Tiger 

knows how to drive a Titleist.” 

R ich Sattizahn thanked us for coming to his birthday party 
today.  His birthday is tomorrow, and he appreciates the 

celebration here today.  “My eighth grade son was nominated as 
a West Middle School outstanding student.  He didn’t make it 
to the finals, but he did point out to his older brother that at least 
he was nominated. 

“The other thing is that it’s been about a month or so since 
I was diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes.  Several people, actually 
many people, in the club have come up to me and said they 
have been living with Type 2 diabetes for quite awhile and as 
long as you can control it, it’s not a problem.  And, not one of 
those men said that they had been suffering from hmmmmm 
impotency.”  (Behold a room full of laughing men.  Whizzy: 
“You don’t think they’d tell you anyway, do you?”) 

L owell Palmquist had a story he wanted to share with us 
today.  “Three old duffers were walking down the beach, 

barefoot, and the first duffer said, ‘It’s windy, isn’t it?’  The 
second duffer said, ‘No, it’s Thursday.’  The third duffer said, 
‘I’m thirsty too.  Let’s go find a beer.’”  Story was much appre-
ciated. 

D ick Rewey:  “We have two things to celebrate in our fam-
ily today.  The first one is our youngest daughter, Chrissy, 

today starts her new job at the Dept. of Energy out in west Den-
ver.  She competed for it, it’s a great job, it’s a promotion of 
several steps up for her.  We’re extremely happy for her.  What 
they’re going to be doing over the next few years, the grant 
under which she was hired, is that they’re going to be spending 
some of our stimulus money on alternative energy projects.  So, 
hopefully that part of the job will stay on.  And, the other thing, 
far more personal, my next birthday comes 14 May and we 
learned just a few weeks ago that it looks like grand child num-
ber two has an estimated date of arrival of 14 May.”  Congratu-
lations, Dick. 

M ichael Haviland:  “I just want to report that we had a 
very successful meeting of the International Programs 

Committee at my house last Tuesday in spite of the misdirec-
tions that I had included in emails to the committee members.  
John French, John Lawton, Dick Rewey, and Dave 

McKinley were able to find my house.  Bob Tapp and Carl 

Gardner impressed me in this way, by sending comments 
about the agenda.  So, it was a very good meeting and those 
who were trying to get there but are still wandering around 
Cherry Creek...I’ll try to do better with my instructions next 
time.” 

JJJJOHNOHNOHNOHN    VVVVILLALTAILLALTAILLALTAILLALTA    

TTTTHREEHREEHREEHREE    YYYYEARSEARSEARSEARS    ININININ    IIIIRAQRAQRAQRAQ    

1 Grays Peak, 14,270’, highest peak in the Front Range.  The summit 
includes a very small U-shaped rock shelter where a log book is main-
tained.  Next time you’re up there, check to see if Fred’s name is in the 
log.  Report back at the next meeting. 

William Collier 
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series of tests to determine if each bill was genuine.  
First test was with ultra-violet light.  In a darkened en-
vironment, they would put the bill under the UV light 
and a specific part of the bill, if it was genuine, would glow.  
After they finished the tests, they’d dip one end in red dye 
so it couldn’t be used again. (You can see the red dye on the 
bills on the lectern.)  They loaded the old currency into bags 
in large areas, perhaps half as large as this room,  Then, I’d 
get the call, ‘John, we need cash.  Extract all this old cur-
rency, bring us some new currency.’   

Question:  “Talk about the Ghurkhas.” 
Answer:  “Outstanding fighting force.  One of you has 

a gurkha knife at a table.  It’s name is ‘kukri’ (kuk rhee).  
The gurkhas are British trained, but I hate to tell you that 
gurkhas in the contract world is used rather loosely.  The 
gurkhas I received were sometimes just farmers from Nepal 
who had to be converted quickly.  But, it seemed like every 
gurkha or Nepalese knew how to use the kukri.  Not in a 
violent sense.  They used it for cooking.  Every month, they 
had to have a ceremonial goat—last full moon or something 
like that.  In some cases, our company had to literally fly in 
some goats just for use by the Gurkhas in their monthly 
ritual.  And, with one slash of the kukri, off goes the head of 
the goat.   

“They listen to everything you say and they follow 
what you say to the letter.  If you have a vehicle and you 
have some stuff in the boot of your car, the trunk, and you 
say, ‘Hey, clean out the stuff in the boot of my car.’  Every-
thing’s out—the jack, the spare tire, tools, everything’s 
cleaned out.  

“Now, with the Fijians, it was just the opposite.  Like 
please, please, please.  But, the Fijians were always good 
natured.  I’ve had many invites to go over there.  I’m sure 
they would have taken good care of me.” 

Question:  “How about the Sri Lankans?” 
Answer:  “Very passive.  Very peaceful.” 
“When people talk about Iraq, they always have the 

impression that it is very, very violent.  And, we have lost a 
lot of people; 3,000 and climbing to perhaps 3,700 by now.  
But, Iraq is so much better off.  For those skeptics who be-
lieve our media, I’m telling you, the media lead a lot of 
people astray.  For every 99 things that went right, the me-
dia seemed to report that one negative.  And, trust me when 
I say I was all over Iraq...I was all over Iraq. 

“I saw the good deeds that Americans were doing over 
there, and that the Iraqis themselves were doing.  Schools 
were being built, roads were being built, markets were be-
ing opened.  But, the American public rarely saw this on 
their TVs or read about it in their newspapers and maga-
zines.  What they did see was a terrorist with a knife, over a 
guy’s head, preparing to cut off the guy’s head.  That’s 
what the American public thought because that’s what the 
media showed or told them. 

“Bill (Collier) asked me a question while we were driv-
ing over here.  He said, ‘John, do you think the media 
caused some deaths in Iraq?’  I’m going on a limb here, and 
I’m probably going to make some of you mad or uncom-
fortable, but the truth is ‘Yes, they did!  They flat out did!’ 

“In Iraq, when the occupation began, after the initial 

Saddam Hussein on each 
note to the notes that are 
used now in Iraq, (the 
new Iraqi dinar sans Sad-
dam Hussein’s likeness). 

“John, come up and 
tell us about your life in 
Iraq.” 

J o h n V i l la l ta :  

“First, I’m a former Ma-
rine.  After I got out of 
the Marine Corps, I 
worked in an IT firm for awhile and then had the opportunity 
to work for a British firm to go into Iraq to help work the 
currency exchange program.  I think most of you realize that 
when a country like Iraq is invaded, taken over, one of the 
very first things you have to do is nation build.  And, when 
you think about nation build, you think about the infrastruc-
ture...the roads, the water supply, the fuel, electricity, etc. 

“And, one of the key things about infrastructure is the 
currency, a stabilized currency.  I was responsible for 21 
banks up in Mosul and my boss was Gen. Petraeus.  My work 
force was composed of Gurkhas, Fijians, Sri Lankans, and a 
whole bunch of ex-pats (expatriates).   

“We drove around in Toyota vehicles.  We had Mark 
XIX weapons (Magnum Desert Eagle Mark XIX handgun), 
all the ammunition we wanted, grenades, etc.  Our job was to 
take the new Iraqi dinars to the banks up north and extract the 
old currency.  We did this for four months, taking the old 
Iraqi dinar out, putting in the new Iraqi dinar up north.  Every 
night I had dinner with Gen. Helmick who was Petraeus’ XO, 
Executive Officer.  Every week, I’d have dinner with Pet-
raeus.  He’s a remarkable man and I think he’s doing a fan-
tastic job.   

“From there I took over...I think one of the things you 
may have heard back in 2004 was whether we had enough 
forces in Iraq.  Not enough military.  Well, in certain points 
and certain areas, there wasn’t .  Up there we didn’t have 
enough military forces, so we took over the role of escort.  
We escorted U.S. military, which caused a lot of controversy.  
We did just about any kind of escort work you can imagine 
including escort at night, with night vision goggles.   

“From there I went over to the Baghdad Int’l Airport,  
eventually, took over security for the new U. S. Embassy.  At 
the height of the security requirements I had over 4,000 peo-
ple in my charge...Gurkhas, Sri Lankans, Japanese, and oth-
ers.  I was responsible for the security at the embassy and at 
the Baghdad Int’l Airport.   

“So, that’s what I did when I was there.  Now I want to 
talk to you about topics that may be of interest to you.  I was 
going to walk around to individual tables, during the meal, 
but the way it worked out, I didn’t have a chance.   

“I brought some currency (that’s it on the right side of 
the lectern).  What they did was that they would collect like 
this.  Literally, the banks’ situation in Iraq was so bad that a 
lot of people didn’t even trust the banks.  But, when they 
heard they had to convert their old to the new currency, there 
were huge lines in front of the banks. 

“Once the bank collected the old currency, they had a 

John Villalta 
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invasion, their infrastructure was such that they didn’t really 
have what you’d call a good communication system.  They 
didn’t have a very good phone system, their internet wasn’t 
up.  They had TV but all they could get was al Jazeera.  
They didn’t see the positive things that were happening 
around the rest of the country. 

“They thought the whole country of Iraq was imploding 
on itself.  And, that was far from the truth.  A lot of positive 
things were happening, but the word wasn’t getting out to 
those who should have been getting the whole truth. 

“We can talk about the media in other Mideast coun-
tries, about Somalia for example.  When I was in Somalia, I 
believe it was CNN, I escorted CNN as well as ABC, but I 
believe it was CNN.  All they wanted to see was the poor, 
starving children.  And, of course, the starving children were 
in the refuge camps.  Eventually, we’d get them to the ref-
uge camps but they couldn’t wait.  There was this trash can.  
There was this reporter.  This reporter who threw a candy 
bar into that trash can.  A couple of kids jumped in—snap, 

snap, snap went the camera shutters.  And, that’s what the 
American public saw...starving kids going through a trash 
can.  From that point, I realized the power of the media and 
what they could do and did do. 

Change the scene.  In Baghdad, I saw 
these nice buildings dominating the scen-
ery.  Over there, unfortunately, was a 
bombed out ministry building.  Then this 
female reporter rolls up in her SUV, got out 
of her SUV, put on her flak jacket, put on 
her helmet, grabbed her microphone and 
gave her report with the single bombed out 
building as a background.  Then after ‘Cut’, 
the helmet’s off, flak jacket’s off, back in 
her SUV for the next stop in her evening 
news ‘Report From Baghdad.’  

Question (Krug?):  “We hear about a lot of corruption 
in government, what was the typical type of corruption com-
pared to the way it is now?” 

Answer:  “OK.  There was a tremendous amount of 
corruption initially.  When they started organizing their gov-
ernment they tried to establish all these different types of 
ministries...transportation ministry, the oil ministry, etc., etc.  
They gave the different ministries literally millions of dol-
lars to establish the infrastructure at the ministry level.  And, 
they had poor oversight of the dollars distributed.  So, it was 
very easy for the Iraqis not to pay their bills and the next 
thing you know they’re in Jordan and there’s not much Iraqi 
bill collecting in Jordan.  The problem with tracking the 
money was that no one kept track of how much money went 
to which agency.  Result was that no one in the ministries 
really knew how much and to whom the funds were sent.” 

Question (Sundby):  “Why did the U. S. Military need 
escorts?” 

Answer:  When Task Force Olympia came up to Mosul 
they came with Stryker vehicles.  A Stryker is about this 
wide (John indicated an area about nine feet from the wall).  
A lot of the streets in Mosul were about this wide (indicates 
about seven feet from the wall).  They couldn’t get around 
the city.  The fact that we were there prior to Task Force 

Olympia meant that we knew the city.  We not only 
knew where all the local organizations were...schools, 
colleges, banks, markets, we also knew the outlying areas.”   

Question (Hitchcock):  “How secure are the borders 
now?” 

Answer:  “Probably no more secure now than they 
were before.  I’m not saying it’s super porous, but if there 
are some weaknesses, that’s one of them.  When people 
make the statement that Iran is supporting Iraq as far as the 
terrorist organizations is concerned, the answer is ‘Yes, they 
are.’  If you look at a map of Iraq, you’ll see Basra and the 
area in the south and how closely it borders Iran.  This part 
of Iraq is controlled by the Shia who have a very close rela-
tionship with Iranian Shia.  And, Iran has been and still is 
still shipping weaponry into Iraq.  If there is one country that 
does not want Iraq to be stable, it’s Iran.” 

Question (Beaver):  “Probably the biggest mistake we 
made in going in was to disband the Baath party.  We’ve 
paid for that several times over, but what has been the long 
term effect of that?  Have we recovered from that yet?” 

Answer:  “When we talk about that aspect of the over-
all problem, the people who were in the Baath party, we 

probably know who they are and they are 
assuming certain positions in government.  
So, they haven’t lost all of their clout but 
they’re not as formidable as they were dur-
ing Sadaam’s regime.  They call themselves 
moderates.  In fact, Maliki is a Shia.  But 
there are 43 Shia sects in Iraq.  He’s the least 
extreme.  He’s the one way over close to Bill 
Clinton.  More of a conservative liberal 
sometimes.  I’m a conservative. (gasps of 
feigned disbelief at the confession) 
“So, if Maliki is successful, it’s because the 

Sunnis are not anti-Maliki.  And, Maliki is not a puppet.  
He’s his own man.” 

Question (Rewey):  “It sounds as though you’re opti-
mistic concerning the outcome in Iraq.  What do you see 
happening in Iraq when we pull out most of our forces.  And 
a corollary to that, are we going to leave some covert special 
forces in the region?  There are countries all around Iraq that 
are not necessarily friendly to the U. S.” 

Answer:  “The short answer to your question is that 
we’re not pulling out.  We’ll need covert forces there.  
We’re naïve to think that we’re pulling out.  We’ve built an 
airbase there1 that is larger than any airbase in Europe.  JBB 
and its satellite bases are the five bases that will remain open 
in Iraq.    So, when people say that we’re pulling out, from a 
political standpoint we are.  But we’re not, much like after 
WWii we had bases in Germany.  We’re going to have bases 
in Iraq.  If we go anywhere, we’ll probably pull out of Saudi 
Arabia before we pull out of Iraq.  Does that answer your 
question?” 

Follow Up:  “No, it really doesn’t.  It doesn’t really 
explain it because what does that make the forces agreement 

...then this female reporter and her crew ...then this female reporter and her crew ...then this female reporter and her crew ...then this female reporter and her crew 
rolls up in her SUV, gets out of her rolls up in her SUV, gets out of her rolls up in her SUV, gets out of her rolls up in her SUV, gets out of her 

SUV, puts on her flak jacket, puts on SUV, puts on her flak jacket, puts on SUV, puts on her flak jacket, puts on SUV, puts on her flak jacket, puts on 
her helmet, grabs her microphone, gives her helmet, grabs her microphone, gives her helmet, grabs her microphone, gives her helmet, grabs her microphone, gives 
her report with the single bombed out her report with the single bombed out her report with the single bombed out her report with the single bombed out 
building as background.  Then, after building as background.  Then, after building as background.  Then, after building as background.  Then, after 

‘Cut’, the helmet’s off, flak jacket’s off, ‘Cut’, the helmet’s off, flak jacket’s off, ‘Cut’, the helmet’s off, flak jacket’s off, ‘Cut’, the helmet’s off, flak jacket’s off, 
back in her SUV for the next stop in her back in her SUV for the next stop in her back in her SUV for the next stop in her back in her SUV for the next stop in her 

evening news :evening news :evening news :evening news :    
“Report from Baghdad.”“Report from Baghdad.”“Report from Baghdad.”“Report from Baghdad.”    

1 The airbase to which John refers is JBB (Joint Base Balad), 44 
miles due north of the Green Zone in Baghdad.  Both are on the 
Euphrates River. 
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(SOFA = Status of Forces Agreement), something of a 
mockery.”   

Answer:  “We’ll still have enclaves called Enduring 
Bases.  The American public will be naïve to think that we 
are going to pull every last man out of Iraq.  We have too 
many resources we’ve built and operate to do that.  I don’t 
see all American forces out of Iraq for the next 25 years.  
There will be five enduring bases that I can name, but I’ll 
only tell you about the one at Balad.” 

Question (Palmquist):  “Some have suggested that Iraq 
should be three different countries...the Sunnis, the Shia, and 
the Kurds.  Would that make any sense or not?” 

Answer:  “That’s a tough one because the Kurds are the 
ones who have actually been on the receiving end of weap-
ons of mass destruction.  And, they will go out of their way 
to show you what happened.  They’ll show you photographs, 
and mass grave sites.  The Kurds do not like the Iraqis, the 
Sunnis, nor the Shia.  The Kurds, however, share a border 
with Iran which supports the Shia.  The Kurds would prefer 
their own country but Kirkuk has a lot of oil around it and 
they have been fighting, for some time, to control the city.  
Several years ago, the subject was brought up quite fre-
quently in conversations.  It’s not so much a sore subject 
now vs. formerly.” 

Question:  “Concerning your optimism about the future 
of Iraq, do you see increased evidence of the Sunni and Shia 
working together to make a common effort to install a uni-
fied government?  And, if that doesn’t happen, are things 
going to revert back to difficult times.” 

Answer:  “The Sunni and Shia have been working to-
gether, side by side, for quite some time now.  There is fric-
tion, but they’re still trying to make it work.  One thing about 
Iraq is, unlike Iran, their secular nature.  They have similar 
desires that might make it a bit easier to form a united coun-
try.” 

David Henninger joined the discussion with a reference 
to his son, now stationed in southern Iraq, near the Iranian 
border.  “His opinion is that it’s a very porous border such as 
you’ve just talked about.   

“Our job, meaning the American army, is to train the 
Iraqi soldiers.  He said that when the American troops are 
observing the application of what they’ve been taught, the 
Iraqis will actually stop trucks and check them at the check 
points.  But, the minute they know they’re not being ob-
served, it’s very clear that they know each other and they just 
wave the trucks on through.   

“There is also a lot of human traffic, affecting weapons, 
and that when the American soldiers ask the Iraqi soldiers, 
‘Don’t you want to be trained?’  They reply, ‘It doesn’t make 
any difference.  Once you guys are gone, we’ll go back to 
whatever we were.  We’ll pick the side that we think is going 
to be in control.’  The other thing that’s pretty amazing is 
that there are areas that were bombed out during the Iraq/Iran 
war, destruction like in post-WWii in Germany, that hasn’t 
been repaired and kept up and that it’s a very loose situa-
tion.” 

John said that Dave’s son’s observations are absolutely 
true...right on.  “One of the things that you mentioned was 
the bombed out buildings and other infrastructure compo-

nents destroyed or damaged during the war with Iran.  
And, one of the things that the Iraqis were trying to do 
when we first arrived in Iraq, was to try to get us to fix those 
deficiencies.  If you will recall, there were a lot of complaints 
about the electric grids not operating, water and sewer defi-
ciencies, general infrastructure problems.  A lot of this stuff 
wasn’t working because of damage during their war with 
Iran.  We didn’t cause the damage.  It wasn’t working when 
we first got there.”  

Question (Lawton):  “Is there a problem with how 
Iraq’s oil can best be distributed?” 

Answer:  “Iraq has lots of oil.  But, a lot of it they have-
n’t been able to sell.  The crude has to go to refineries in Tur-
key and the refined products, gas and heating oil, then has to 
be sent back to Iraq.  Of course, there are the terrorists who 
like to disrupt pipeline operations and new construction.” 

Question (Hitchcock):  “Could you talk a little about 
the differences between Iraq and Afghanistan and which has 
the larger problems for the U. S. efforts to control terrorist 
activities?” 

Answer:  “The biggest difference is that Iraq is secular 
and it’s a doable situation for America.  It’s doable due to the 
fact that the Iraqis have similar wants and needs as a people.  
They want peace, they want road structures, they want com-
munications, they want the same things that we have.  The 
people have families and want the same things we want for 
our families.   

“Then, there’s Afghanistan.  Afghanistan doesn’t have 
the natural resources.  There are a lot more tribes, a lot more 
sects.  The terrain is terrible.  The American forces there, or 
NATO forces...are just too small a force to make an impact 
on such a forbidding country.  I’m hoping the initial 30,000, 
or 50,000 if you include the 20,000 Marines, will make a 
difference.  I don’t think it will.   

“And, then, there’s the pullout in 18 months.  That does-
n’t make it any better.  Iraq is doable.  Iraq is secular and 
because of their secular society, they have a better chance of 
succeeding than in Afghanistan.  It’s like Afghanistan isn’t 
third world, it’s fourth world and all that that implies. 
They’re just too easily influenced.  They don’t have the me-
dia, so they’re very easily influenced by the knife and the 
gun.  If the Taliban knows they’re being surrounded by 
Americans, they’re not going to do anything.  They’ll blend 
into society and wait till we leave.  You may be Taliban or 
you may not.  How are we going to know?  Not unless we see 
you in the act.  We’re not going to know. 

“And, that’s about all I have to say on the subject.” 
President David then presented John with our certificate 

regarding our contribution, in his name, to Rotary clean water 
projects. 

David’s thought for the day today comes from Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes: 
 

“It’s not where you stand, but in which direction 
you’re facing that matters.” 
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