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12/18/09 . District Governor ... Mike Oldham Visit 

12/25/09. Christmas Day ........ Dark at Glenmoor 

1/1/10 ..... New Year’s Day ...... Dark at Glenmoor  

1/8/10 ..... Max Wycisk ............. CEO Colorado Public 
Radio, The Benefits It Provides Metro Den-
ver  

1/15/10 ... Andrew Romanoff—Candidate, U.S. Senate 

1/22/10 ... President, AMG Trust Bank...Subject:  
World Economic Review 

2/5/10 ..... Justice Gregory Hobbs .... Subject:  L incoln 
Bicentennial 

Jerry Regan brought us his 
inspirational message today: 

“I am honored to give the 
inspiration today, 18 December, 
because this is my Dad’s birthday.  
He was a great man, a true inspi-
ration to me and to many, and a 
wonderful Rotarian.  So, on this 
special day, I ask each of you, 
‘What is Rotary?’  The true an-
swer is You.  Rotary is you and 
you are Rotary. 

“Rotary is Carl Gardner and 
his relative and good buddy Ruth 
Wilson...passion, generosity, and a giving spirit, that’s Carl 
and Ruth.  That’s Rotary. 

“Have you ever been asked:  ‘What is Rotary?’ or ‘Who is 
in your Rotary Club?’  That’s easy.  I always answer Larry 
Bell.  ‘Oh!  Larry Bell, the plumbing icon?’ they ask.  Just sit 
with Larry when a guest is at your table and listen to him wax 
eloquent about Rotary.  Larry Bell is Rotary. 

“Rotary is Wendell Osorno.  We all know that Wendell is 
a Christian and he makes no bones about declaring it.  To me 
that is politically correct.  After all, who is he going to offend?  
Certainly not Cliff Litvak... heavens, the primary tenets of 
Cliff’s Hebrew faith are love of God, and love of family and 
friends.  Cliff never misses an opportunity to praise and adore 
his family and his friends.  That is Rotary. 

“Smart people.  At our club, you can sit next to a neuro-
surgeon or a psychiatrist.  Pretty impressive.  About as impres-
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 sive as watching Drs. Hitchcock and Rewey get lost between 
the 16th green and 17th tee at Inverness, and during a tourna-
ment to boot.  But, I’ve never heard a more intelligent or pas-
sionate plea for the need for immunizations than from Dr. Mike 
Hitchcock.  Mike Hitchcock and Dick Rewey are Rotary. 

“Talk about smart!  Bud Laber, a giant in his field, and an 
all star in his avocation.  When Bud Laber speaks, everyone, 
and I mean everyone, listens. 

“And, speaking of giants in their field, Phil Beaver is a 
true hero and boy, can he play the piano.  Phil wowed us all at 
our holiday party with his tinkling of the ivories.  Phil Beaver is 
Rotary. 

“Rotary is passion.  There are no more passionate Rotari-
ans than Dorothy Cicchinelli and Dixie Davis and the amazing 
work they do with their respective agencies. 

“Sam Hill, a gentleman’s gentleman.  He has embraced a 
good friend and neighbor of mine and Sam makes everyone feel 
good.  Sam Hill is Rotary. 

“Jeff Duer followed the big tracks left by the ever enter-
taining Jeff Stotler.  When Jeff Duer, a relatively new member 
of our club, was asked by David to serve on his board as Ser-
geant At Arms, Jeff was thrilled beyond comparison.  He has 
done a masterful of bringing Boy’s Life to life again for all of 
us.  Jeff truly is the Pee Wee Harris of Rotary. 

“Mike Brewer is the inspiration of Rotary.  He never com-
plains, he’s always smiling, and he’s always glad to see you.  
And, how about his sidekick and faithful chauffer, Red Hol-
land.  Mike and Red...now you know what Rotary is. 

“Bob Newton is Rotary.  Seldom heard from, always there 
to volunteer, to participate and make a generous contribution.  
Bob Newton is Rotary. 

“If you haven’t volunteered to serve on one of our youth 
and community service adventures with Tom Murphy , then 
you are missing the boat.  The projects are always meaningful, 
but to work with Murph and see him in action, that is Rotary. 

“And then came Laura.  Not officially a Rotarian, Laura 
knows what Rotary is and what Rotary means better than most.  
She is the heart and spirit of Rotary. 

“Speaking of spirit, how about the youth movement work-
ing in this club?  I mentioned Duer and Stotler, and then 
there’s Todd Laurie, Sean Smiddy, Eric Boudreau, and Joan 
Schneider.  Isn’t it great?  They are the future of Rotary. 

“The youth movement rests with our very fine President, 
David Wood.  He’s young, he’s smart, he’s organized, he’s 
totally in charge and has a heart bigger than the universe.  
David Wood is Rotary. 

“Time won’t permit me to keep going but I can say some-
thing important and sincere about every Rotarian in this club.  
I’m proud to be a Rotarian and I am blessed to be a part of this 
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Jerry Regan with David 
Wood Also Enjoying Joke 



The Spirit of U’Hills  Page 2    18 December 2009 

 

Rotary family. 
 

“Please join me in the pledge to our flag and our country.” 
 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of  
America.  And, to the Republic for which is stands,  

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all. 

We had three visiting Rotarians this week:   
1. 5450 District Governor Mike Oldham and his wife 

Carrie Oldham, from  the Parker Rotary Club. 
2. Ass’t District Governor A. C. Johnson, Parker Ro-

tary  
3. John Kivimaki, Erie Rotary Club. 

Marvin Hersh  introduced his guest for today, Ricardo 
Cardenas, “A very good friend of mine.  Ricardo is an In-
ternational Vice President for Remax, responsible for Latin 
America and the Caribbean.  He’s very interested in our 
Microcredit project in El Salvador.” 

President David asked Steven Whisenhunt to introduce the 
nominees for the RY 2011 Board of Directors.  The slate was  

also included in the U’Hills Rotary Newsletters of 20 and 27 
November 2009. 
 

CLUB  ADMINISTRATION: 

· President...................................... Steve Whisenhunt 

· Past President ............................. David Wood 

· Vice President .............................. Paul Egan 

· Vice President Elect Nominee ..... Fred Jorgensen 

· Treasurer ..................................... Doug Dixon 

· Secretary ..................................... Jerry Regan 

· Sergeant at Arms ......................... Phil Beaver 

Club Service Coordinator .................... John French 

Community Service Director ............... Andrew Dodgen 

International Service Director .............. Michael Haviland 
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Steve Whisenhunt 

Vocational Service Director .......... David Henninger 

Vocational Chair ..................... Todd Laurie 

Fellowship Director ....................... Marvin Hersh 

Membership Director .................... Sean Smiddy 

Membership Chair ........................ Sam Hill 

Programs Director ........................ Bill Curnow 

Programs Co-Chairs ............... Don Goe/Tom Benson 

Rotary Foundation Director .......... Fred Cron 

Public Relations Director .............. Dan Astle 

OTHER COORDINATORS AND CHAIRS: 

Bulletin ......................................... Pat Pool 

Greeters Coordinator ................... Red Holland 

Inspiration Coordinator ................. Bob Deloian 

Les Bevins Award ........................ Joe McCaffrey 

MOMS Committee ........................ Jay Carpender/ 

 Barry Dawson 

Rotaract Liaison ........................... Paul Bauer 

RYLA Chair .................................. Helen Hempel 

Youth Service Chair ..................... Tom Murphy 

“And, that’s it, the report of the Nominating Commit-
tee.  All in favor say ‘Aye’.  (Room full of ‘Ayes’)  All op-
posed, say ‘Nay’.  (No nays)  OK.  You’re elected.” 

President David asked 
Doug Dixon to tell us 
about a new program that 
has interesting possibilities.    

Doug Dixon:  “Dixie 
Davis and the Adoption 
Exchange has provided us 
an opportunity to act a bit 
like an extended family for 
three siblings who are part 
of that organization...Elijah, 
Christian, and Sully (sp?).  
We took on this project for 
a number of reasons.  One 
of them is that adopted 
children, children waiting 
for adoption, have some 
issues later in life.  So, if there is anything we can do to help 
these children, along the path to a permanent family, I think 
it’s a good project.   

“I’ll go into more detail as this project unfolds over 
time.  Right now, what we’re going to do is that I have three 
Christmas cards.  I’m circulating them around so that every 
member can sign them.  We’re going shopping this week-
end so we’ll have Christmas presents for them.  So, we’re 
acting like an extended family that they don’t have.   

“Potentially, we have the opportunity to be on Wednes-
day’s Child  to help the child get adopted 1 Pg. 3 .  Right now, 
I’ll just pass the cards around.  Please sign them and we’ll 
get them delivered Monday. 
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Doug Dixon  
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and then we have the Rotary-wide Paul Harris Founda-
tion. 

“If you look at the international Rotary, we have 1.2 mil-
lion members in 33,000 clubs worldwide.  Parenthetically, four 
percent of the clubs in the entire world are known as 100% 
participants in the Paul Harris Foundation.  That is one of the 
goals we’re going to aspire to in the very near term.   

“I’d like to acknowledge generally what we’ve done as a 
club, Paul Harris as well as E. Brent Hobson fellowships.  We 
have 19 E. Brent Hobson fellows.  They each contributed 
$1,000 to our local foundation.  And, of course, the Paul Harris 
fellowship has been contributions in cash or recognition points, 
a total of 1,000 total for each award.  We started our current 
effort, not very many weeks ago, 7 November 2009.  The goal 
was to obtain new Rotarians as Paul Harris Fellows.  We’ve 
been very successful to date and I’d like to recognize those 
who have made contributions.  Presentation of the certificate 
and medallion will come later, after the application makes its 
way through the various Rotary offices.  So, please stand as I 
read your name—if you are here.  Some may not be here but 
we’ll catch them later...11 applicants whose papers are being 
processed:  Phil Beaver, Eric Budreau, Alan Coldwell, An-
drew Dodgen, Martha Diss Sundby, Jeff Duer, Michael 
Haviland, Marvin Hersh, Joe McCaffrey, Rocky Rauchen-
stein, Sean Smiddy, and Jay Shoemaker.  These are the new 
applicants, so give them a round of applause.  (Done)  

“I do have one certifi-
cate and medallion, for An-
drew Dodgen.  Fred asked 
our 5450 District Governor, 
Mike Oldham, to do the 
pinning and presentation.  
While the pinning was hap-
pening, Fred made some 
clarifying remarks about the 
physical makeup of the pin 
itself.   

“These Fellows will re-
ceive the Paul Harris Fellow-
ship pin.  It’s round, has a 
silhouette view of Paul Harris.  Multiple contributions are indi-
cated on the pin by a combination of sapphires and rubies 
(Sorry, no diamonds) going up to $9,000 max—three rubies.   

“Now, would Bud La-
ber come on down?”  
While Bud was approach-
ing the lectern, Governor 
Mike told us that Bud has 
been an invaluable member 
of our ?? Team for several 
years.  “If it wasn’t for 
Bud, we’d sure get our fi-
nances mixed up at our 
president elect training 
seminars.  Thanks, Bud.”  
Fred Cron mentioned that 
“Bud probably wouldn’t take pains to tell this to anyone, 
but this PHF represents the Paul Harris + five.” 

“Our next pinning is on Helen Hempel.  This will be 
her PHF + two.  We’re going to have to move right along, 

Next up:  “Stan Love has a quick announcement and he 
promised it would be under a minute.” 

Stan Love:  “I’m going to be here for one minute, so I’ll 
talk fast (and he did).  I’ll give you a brief report on the Liter-
acy activities we’ve been involved in during the last year.  
And, I’m glad the District Governor is here because we want 
him to know what we’ve been doing.  For those of you who 
are new in the club, we have a Book Drive every year.  I’ll just 
report on what happened in the last one in March or early 
April.  We had 766 books donated.  We had previously been 
giving 350 to 400.  So, I thank all of you for that.  As a result, 
there were 136 books for men, 166 for women, 449 for chil-
dren.  For teen agers, they were turned over to Joan Gabriel-
son’s operation.   

“I want to tell you where they ended up.  There were 
seven different places because we had a lot of books and we 
didn’t want to deposit an entire library at any one particular 
place.  They were Sacred Heart House; the Gathering Place; 
the Dolores Project, a place that houses women overnight; St. 
Francis Center; the New Genesis Program; and two others.  I 
just wanted you to know about the last book drive.  (He actu-
ally went 2 min. 33 sec. but most people survived.)” 

The following U’Hills Rotary 
segment was the result of Fred 
Cron’s activities above and be-
yond the call of duty.  Normally, 
we have a couple of Paul Harris 
Foundation Fellowship awards 
every six months or so.  But, Fred 
offered us PHFF awards we 
couldn’t refuse.  Result:  some-
thing like 18 awards on one 
day… 

Before we got into the pin-
ning, however, Fred had some 
summary information on U’Hills 
Rotary and its participation in 
Rotary International’s Paul Harris 
Foundation. 

“This club was chartered on 6 October 1971.  Since then 
(38+ years), we have accumulated 277 Paul Harris Fellows 
and have contributed to the Rotary Foundation $379,000.  In a 
moment I’ll talk about the current situation and the future.  
But, I also want to recognize our internal foundation, Dr. Bill 
Rector in particular.  The balance in the E. Brent Hobson 
fund, part of our charitable endowment within the club itself, 
has a current balance of approximately $107,000.  We have 
withdrawn a little over $18,000 this year as scholarships in 
local universities.  We currently have scholarships for one 
freshman, one sophomore, two juniors.  They are all majoring 
in engineering right now.  So we have our local foundation 

1   Remember: “Monday’s child is fair of face.  Tuesday’s child is full 
of grace.  Wednesday’s child is full of woe.  Thursday’s child has far 
to go. Etc., etc.…….” 
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Fred Cron 

District 5450 Governor Mike 
Oldham, and new Paul Harris 

Fellow, Andrew Dodgen 

Governor Mike Oldham pinning 
Bud Laber’s PHF + Five 
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until their first child was born.  They have three chil-
dren and seven grandchil-
dren.  They have enjoyed our 
beautiful state engaging in 
backpacking, skiing, fly fish-
ing, bicycling and other out-
door activities.  

“Mike joined the Parker 
Rotary Club in 1998 and 
served as club president in 
2004-05.  He has held vari-
ous executive positions in 
the District 5450 organiza-
tion.  Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mike Oldham.” 

Governor Mike began 
his talk with a “Good after-
noon everybody.  It’s a real 
pleasure to join you today.  I am amazed at this club’s gen-
erosity to the Rotary Foundation.  You obviously know how 
important the Foundation is to the work of Rotary around 
the world.   

“And, I’d like to commend to all of you the just re-
leased Rotary International and Rotary Foundation Annual 
Report.  If you haven’t received a copy of this amazing 
document, go to �������������� , click on 	��
���	� 
 and 
then you will see the annual report listed there 2 .  Bring it 
up, read it, print pages that interest you.  The intriguing part 
of this report, that I’ve never seen before, is that they have 
taken the significant achievements of the Foundation and 
put them in the margins (as sidebars) keyed to the informa-
tion contained on the page. 

“Result:  you can thumb through 
the report and, from sidebars, get a 
good overall sense of what’s going on 
in Foundation activities worldwide.   

“I’ll share just one of them with 
you.”  (Mike then read this sidebar on 
page 5 of the report, slowly, with appro-
priate pauses for effect)  “As you know, 
one of Rotary’s most important  goals, 
and its number one objective, is the 
eradication of polio.”   

Extended applause from the audience followed.  Those 
10 days in May regarding the almost unbelievable polio 
eradication effort are a bit difficult to mentally grasp.   

“As you know, our district runs from, on the south, the 
El Paso county line, on the north almost to Loveland, from 
the east the Kansas border, over to Kremmling on the west.  
It’s a large swath of territory and that territory is divided 
into 17 areas, with 17 assistant governors in each area, each 
assistant governor handling about four or five clubs.  In 
your area, I’ve had wonderful assistance from Al Johnson, 

so I’ll identify the additional fellowships and the fellowship 
types:   

· Dave McKinley .................. PHF+3 
· Rich Sattizahn .................... PHF+2 
· Phil Krug ............................ PHF+1 
· Jim MacDermott ................ PHF+2 
· Don Goe is not here today, but his award is PHF+6 
· Paul Bauer .......................... PHF+3 
· David Hill gave Fred specific instructions to make no 

announcement regarding his most recent donation.  So, 
Fred, being the type who has difficulties following in-
structions, announced that David’s PHF status is PHF+2. 

· And, the last to receive recognition is one Fred Cron, 
self awarded, PHF+4. 

President David asked Sean Smiddy and Amor Daly to 
come to the lectern for a short, but meaningful ceremony.  
Sean told us that Alan Coldwell, Membership Director, is on 
his extended break in Louisiana and Sean will watch the cere-
mony in his place.  Amor’s Rotary Blue Badge has arrived and 
our District Governor Mike Oldham did the pinning using its 
clasp fixture device.  Governor Mike told Amor that he was 
relieving him of his red one and continued, “Amor, it is my 
privilege and pleasure to present you with this blue badge.  It’s 
a really important step when a member goes from red to the 
blue badge because everyone knows who you are now and it 
makes you a target for involvement in the club and all its com-
mittees.  Thank you for joining this great club.” 

 

P resident David confirmed that our club will be in DEF-
CON dark for both Christmas and New Year’s Days.  In 

lieu of the holiday meetings, there will be a U’Hills Rotary 
gathering at CB & Potts at noon, 12/31/09.  CB and his friend 
Potts are at 6575 Greenwood Plaza Blvd, about 0.5 mile west 
of I-25, north side of Arapahoe Road.  From I-25, turn west on 
Arapahoe Rd.  Go west, stay in right hand lane, turn right on 
Greenwood Plaza Blvd.  CB & Potts is on left (west) side of 
the street. 
 

T om Murphy had a few announcements to make.  One 
pertained to Stan Love’s literacy efforts.  Tom wanted us 

all to know that the $25 gift certificate from a bar had to be 
changed to a $25 gift certificate from Barnes and Noble.  “We 
have two more days of hockey at DU, a tournament coming up 
on 1 and 2 January 2010.  I need a couple more volunteers.  
The games start at 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm.” 

President David introduced our speaker today, Rotary District 
5450 Governor Mike Oldham.  “Mike and Carrie are from 
the Detroit, MI, area.  They met at the University of Michigan, 
married, then moved to Colorado in 1964.  Mike joined a law 
firm and began a 40 year career as a trial lawyer, retiring in 
December 2004.  Carrie taught in Jefferson County schools 
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 Mike Oldham 
Rotary District 5450 Governor 

2  Well, actually, that won’t get you the Annual Report.  However, if 
you Google Rotary Annual Report 2009, and you know how to hunt 
around for appropriate web pages, it’s there in the second Google hit.  
It’s a slick looking 38 page report.  Caution:  Their tabular information 
has most recent time periods on the far left.  Their bar and line chart 
information has most recent time periods on far right...usually. 

222,270,331  
children were  
immunized against  
polio in  

22 countries— 
17 of them in Africa— 
during the last  

10 days of May  
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past president of the Parker Rotary Club. 
“The President of Rotary International this year, John 

Kenny, from Scotland, is truly a remarkable man.  He has 
over four decades of experience in Rotary and in getting 
ready for this year, as our president, like all presidents of 
Rotary International before him, he got to pick his theme for 
this year as well as his logo.  Last January, at the Interna-
tional Assembly, he came out on the stage, gave a wonderful 
speech and explained, in detail, the reason for the theme 
he’s adopted for us this year.  He told us that he looked back 
at Rotary’s history and all of our rich traditions and realized 
for himself that the real heart and soul of Rotary is each in-
dividual Rotarian, and the clubs to which they belong.   

“Recognizing that fact, and recognizing the challenges 
that we have ahead of us as human beings on this planet in 
the next 100 years, he came to the conclusion that Rotary 
needs to get stronger.  We need to build for our future and 
we do it one Rotarian at a time.   

“That’s why he decided on giving us this slogan this 
year, ‘The future of Rotary is in Your Hands’, encouraging 
each and every one of us, as Rotarians in our clubs, to reach 
out to our clubs and our communities and help to build addi-
tional strength into this organization. 

“In addition, he brought this logo out on the stage and 
challenged the district governors elect to come back to our 
Rotarians and ask them to think about what he meant by 
bringing us this logo. 

“Why did he put four 
hands on this logo?  Why do 
the hands all reach out of a 
Rotary wheel?  Why are the 
hands all different colors?  
Each one of these things un-
derlies the effort that he is 
making on our behalf as our 
president this year to build a 
stronger organization, to step 
up to the challenges of the 
future. 

“In addition to adopting 
the slogan and a logo, he 
brought substance to his challenge this year by looking back 
at our traditions and deciding that the real substance lies in 
Rotary International’s strategic plan.  That plan is made up 
of seven basic points.  And, he adopted six of those in his 
Presidential Citation this year, challenging the clubs to earn 
points in order to earn a Citation.  I’d like to review those 
six points briefly.” 
1. Eradication of polio.  And, at the international conven-

tion, we were all amazed and surprised when Bill Gates, 
Jr. came out on the stage on Tuesday morning, unan-
nounced, not on the agenda, to talk to us about his per-
ceptions of Rotary.  Of course, we all knew at that point 
that the Gates foundation had given Rotary Interna-
tional $100 million previously.  And, of course, every-
one knows about the things that Bill Gates has done in 
his life.  So, having him come out on the stage at this 
meeting was indeed a privilege to begin with.  But then 
he began to address the thousand people sitting in that 

room from all over the world.  Basically, he covered 
his experience with Rotary since the two years that 
he retired from being the CEO of Microsoft.  He ex-
plained that in that period of time he’d travelled around 
the world, several times.  He had read his foundation’s 
research papers on Rotary Int’l and the Rotary Founda-
tion and what we’ve done.  But, he said the most im-
pressive thing he had experienced during those two 
years was working on a national immunization day 
with Rotarians in India, sleeves rolled up, actually im-
munizing children.  He said that went straight to his 
heart.  But, after reviewing all of this information and 
seeing us at work, he really came to the conclusion that 
we were all about one important word:  TRUST.   

And, when he said that, the audience grew really quiet.  
I looked around and saw some of my fellow district 
governor elects and the expressions on their faces.  It 
really meant the world to them to hear a man of this 
repute make this kind of expression about his percep-
tion of our organization.  We have built a reputation 
around the world, of trust...among nations, and indeed, 
among peoples.  He went on to say that because he 
trusts us, they were going to give us another $255 mil-
lion for our fight against polio, bringing the total at that 
point, last January, of $355 million.  But he went fur-
ther.  He said, ‘We trust you to lead this fight until this 
terrible disease is finally eliminated from the face of 
the earth and we are with you until the end. 

“You all know that in response to these generous gifts, 
the leadership of Rotary Int’l has challenged all of us 
to raise a total of $200 million.  We are almost at the 
$100 million point in funds raised since Bill and 
Melinda gave us that first $100 million.  Now we’re 
going into the second $100 million.  Here in our dis-
trict, we have a Polio Committee that has been active 
since last March.  It has developed a website: endpo-
lio.com that you can encourage your friends to go to, 
to learn about polio because it has links to Rotary In-
ternational’s information on polio.  It has a presenta-
tion by Grant Wilkins , our past district governor and 
director from this district, about his bout with polio 
many years ago.  It will help educate people about the 
disease and why it’s so important that do so.   

“Additionally, the District Polio Committee has devel-
oped a public relations kit for every club to use for 
press releases to local newspapers about the fight 
against polio and a couple of dozen ideas about differ-
ent projects that clubs can use to raise money from the 
public for their share of a contribution that we are en-
couraging all the clubs to make this year.   

“We are setting, as a goal, $300,000 from this district 
by 30 June.  We’re asking every Rotarian to raise, 
from the public, through their club activities, $100 
each, but not out of their own pockets.  The whole ob-
jective this year is to help the public understand why 
it’s so important to eradicate this disease.  A lot of 
folks my age in the room remember the scourge of 

Governor Mike Oldham and 
Rotary 2009-10 Logo Banner 
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polio here in the U. S., back in the ‘40s and ‘50s, before 
we eradicated it in the U. S.  Just imagine, there are still 
four countries in the world where this is still going on.   

“We have to go into all the countries west of Nigeria, on 
the bight of Africa, repeatedly for additional immuniza-
tions.  Reason: people travel out of Nigeria (one of the  
four remaining endemic countries) into the surrounding 
countries.  They carry the virus with them, potentially 
reinfecting people contacted, making it necessary to go 
through the immunization process all over again.   

2. Building your membership.  Your board has informed 
me that you have a net plus one member this year.  And, 
that is the target that John Kenny has asked every club 
to meet.  So, you’re right on.  And, if, on 15 March, 
when your notification is due to me for the Presidential 
Citation, you’re at plus one, you’ve met that require-
ment. 

3. Good public relations.  Rotary Int’l has shown through 
studies that, beyond a doubt, the better a club’s public 
relations are in your community, the more likely you are 
to add members.  People read about your club and want 
to join it. 

4. Vocational service.  At the International Assembly last 
January, from the stage, D. K. Lee said to all of us, “Can 
you ever remember a time in the history of our world, 
when ethics were needed more than now?”  Our Four 
Way Test represents our core values in Rotary.  It’s one 
of the things that has helped us persevere for the last 104 
years.  And, your club is now taking that Four Way Test 
out to a middle school here in this area.  You have 13 or 
14 members who are facilitators for that program.  It is a 
vital way to help the youth in this community under-
stand how important these fundamental principles are to 
their future. 

5. Developing Leadership.  You just announced all your 
new leaders this morning.  What I’d like to encourage 
you to do is to get as many of your club members to the 
District Assembly, this June, as possible.  It is one of the 
most important programs we have at the district level—a 
half day of training packed with information to help eve-
ryone develop new ideas. 

6. Building Community Service Activities.  The last 
point of the Presidential Citation is building your com-
munity and other service activities.  Once again, at your 
Board meeting, I heard about all the service activities 
that this club is involved with and the ones that you’ve 
added this year.  You’re active in all four of the service 
areas and I commend you for that.   

“Those are the six areas of the Presidential Citation that 
our president is challenging us to earn this year.  And he 
knows that if a club is entitled to this Presidential Citation, 
that it will be stronger and that’s his objective.   

“The one thing he’s left out of the Citation, but never-
theless is encouraging to Rotary to meet from the top to the 
bottom is good planning.  And, here in our district, we 

started a process called Visioning, and I talked with your 
Board of Directors about the importance of the visioning 
program from my perspective as your District Governor.  
Sandy Mortenson, a past president of the Summit County 
Club is chair for the visioning program at the district level.  
We are taking this program to all clubs.  It takes one evening 
for 25 members of your club to go through this visioning 
program.  The whole objective is to brainstorm where you 
want your club to go for the next five years.  As a result of 
going through this one evening of visioning, you can take that 
information right into a long range plan for your club.  We’ve 
been encouraging all the clubs in the district to go through 
this program.  It takes one evening of your club’s time and if 
you’ll call Sandy, she’ll get you started on the road toward 
visioning. 

“I’d like to share a point with you that has been very 
important to me this year in our district.  That’s the whole 
idea of good communication.  I hope most of you have your 
email addresses in our 5450 database.  My newsletter went 
out two days ago.  We’ve been working hard all year to make 
our newsletters more relevant, to contain activities of clubs, 
to exchange ideas among clubs about some of the wonderful 
things that clubs are doing here in this district.  I invite your 
club to send me an article or two over the next few months 
that I can put in our district newsletter about some of the 
things or one particular thing that you’d like to share with 
other Rotarians in our district.  I will put it in our newsletter. 

“In addition to a more relevant and interesting district 
newsletter, we’ve redone our website.  I was talking with 
members of your board because your club is about to have a 
redone website.  And linking to our district website, that has 
also been redone as of 1 July 2009, will give you access to 
great information that will help your club in many ways.  
Your membership chair can go there and click on a button on 
the opening page, it’s labeled ‘Membership’ and get wonder-
ful information about growing membership in this club.  All 
of you can go look at that,  www.rotary5450.org  That’s our 
district website and I commend it to you for your use.  It’s a 
great tool and that’s the way we intend it to be...to bring you 
relevant information that will help you. 

“In addition, I’ve asked each of our assistant governors 
to get the presidents of the clubs together about four times 
this year, so the presidents can share ideas with each other 
about how to make their clubs more effective.  Bouncing 
ideas, sharing ideas, is what Rotary is all about.   

“And, in that regard, there isn’t any better tool than the 
Rotarian magazine.  (That’s what he has in his hand, held 
aloft, in his picture on page 4) I pick this magazine up early 
each month when it comes out, with a lot of excited anticipa-
tion.  I never fail to pick it up, read it for 20 minutes or half 
an hour, and put it down without a lot of excitement and in-
terest.  I guarantee that if you read this regularly, you will 
generate additional ideas that will help your club.  You will 
also have a better understanding of the impact of Rotary 
around our world.  Communication is so vital to what we do 
in Rotary, sharing ideas and building our organization, mak-
ing it stronger. 

“I’d like to thank you all for your attention today.  I’ll 
tell you something, that sticks out all over me.  I love this 
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organization.  Rotary is a phenomenal group of people.  You 
can’t go to a Rotary club anywhere without sensing a special 
excitement and spirit.  There are a few words that, to me, really 
describe the essence of what we’re all about.  One of them is 
the word HOPE.  We reach out around the world to people here 
in our community and overseas.  We do wonderful things to 
help people.  As a result, they have Hope.  Hope for their future 
because now they can walk when they couldn’t.  Or now they 
have clean water to drink when they didn’t.  Or now they can 
read when they couldn’t read before.  Or now they have a hos-
pital or a clinic in a village where they had to wait a whole 
month, or more, for a doctor.  And on, and on, and on.  We 
bring people HOPE. 

“So, in this holiday season, I wish you a very, very happy 
time.  I hope this club has a very happy new year and thank you 
for having Carrie and me here.” 

President David thanked Governor Mike for the thoughts 

he shared with us today and, “You spoke about our 
challenge in the District and I’d like to present you our 
check that will help get us there.”  Governor Mike looked 
at the check, said, “I should say!!”  Then after the applause, 
Gov. Mike said, “For those of you who don’t know, this is 
a check for $5,000!”  One of our members, realizing the 
seriousness of the situation, said, “You’d better give it to 
your wife.”  Gov. Mike:  “Looks like it came from the voice 
of experience.” 

“I have a thought for the day, but considering what 

we’ve just heard, there is probably a better one...from John 
Kenny, President of Rotary International: 
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